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Lesson for May 8 in this issue 
Lesson 6—Esau Sells s.. Birthright (Temperance Lessan) 
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The Lord’s Return 


By Annie Johnson Flint 
To all them .. . that love his appearing.— 2 Timothy 4:8. 


T IS the glory of our lives 
Above the glow of sun or star ; 

It is the lamp that lights our path> 

The hope that beckons from afar ; 

- It is the comfort for our griefs, 

It is the joy that stays our tears, - 
It is the strength for all our toil, 

It is the courage for our fears. 


It is the promise of a morn 
When earth’s long, weary night is past; 
It is the harbinger of peace ' 
When earthly conflicts end at last; 
it is the reign of righteousness, 
It is the triumph of our faith, 
It is the seal upon our love, 
It is.the vanquishment of death. 


+ 
It is the guerdon of the years, 
The goal of all the ages gone 
That drew the prophets’ wistful gaze 
Beyond the darkness to the dawn. 
Desire of all the nations, come! 
And bring the day for. which we long 
Thou Sun of Righteousness, arise, 
And heal all sorraw, right all wrong! 








When the Clothes Were Stolen 


When something is stolen from us, how do awe 
feel? Do we see in it a cause for rejoicing? That is 
the miracle that happens when we are fully trusting 
the Lord. Some time ago Mrs. Josephine Hope Wes- 
tervelt, the well-known missionary whose book “The 
Lure of the Leopard Skin” has thrilled and blessed 
oa Saany. oye Mg Pad ina) SCHL TIMES oe 
wi er big ly of bo sons missionaries ), 
dud while sees Palladelghtn tides “was holed tome theit 

tomobile. a box containing all of Mrs. Westervelt’s 
dresses. She had: only the dress she wore. She told 
the Timts family about it in the Monday noon-prayer- 


meeting conducted by herself and her party, and there 
box might be returned if: 


_ was special prayer that the 
this were God’s will. Later came a letter from Mrs. 
Westervelt saying: “It was such a treat to see the 
dear Sunpay ScHoot Times family, _I never heard 
from my stolen dresses, but I can praise the dear 


Lord that he has more than made up to me the foss- 


of the dresses; and during the time when I was. so 
very short in’ my wardrobe, and had meetings day 
after day, . . . it has just been a lovely walk with tim 
in this way to see how an infinite God can take care 
of one woman’s wardrobe and engagements and make 
them come out so nicely—~it has been a wonderful 


delight to me. I would not want to have missed it! 

f I had been easy to fit it would have been different, 
but being so tall it meant the unusual working of a 
dear loving heavenly Father.” Like those to whom 
the Epistle to the Hebrews was addressed, she “took 
joyfully the spoiling of her goods” (Heb. 10: 34), and 
had even greater blessings than if the stolen clothes 
had been returned. - never overlooks anything ; 
therefore “all things work together for good to them 
that love God,” and this divine and infallible state- 
ment of fact is true with every tick of the second hand 
of our watches. ‘ 


Pad 


The Miracle of Humility a 


Only the strongest people can be humble. How 
strange we should ever think that humility and meek- 
ness indicate weakness! They call for greater strength 
than any man has—only the omnipotence of God can 
bring to pass the miracle of true humility in a man. 
Here, for example, is a remarkable statement made 
many years ago by Archbishop Benson, which. de- 
scribes the truly humble man and at the same time — 
as all will admit upon reading it — the most extraordi- 
nary character. This was the expressed desire of 
that great Christian: “Not to call attention to crowded 
work or petty fatigues or trivial experiences. To heal 
wounds which in times past my cruel hands have made. 
To seek no favor, no compassion; to deserve, not ask 
for, tenderness, Not to feel any uneasiness when my 
advice or opinion is not asked, or is set aside.” There 
is only one way by which a human being can live a 
life as miraculous as this, and that way is the way of 
death, entering into Paul’s experience which God would 
have us all know: “I am crucified with Christ: never- 
theless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.” 


Echoes of the 


EARLY a generation has passed since the great 
N revival of 1904 in Wales. It is then good to 

get in Principal Jones’ book, “Rent Heavens,” 2 
an account of that great event to refresh the memory 
of those who remember it and to picture for others what 
a blessed thing a genuine and unmixed revival is. 
In some strange way this Pentecost came on the 
Welsh people at home, on Welsh settlements in Amer- 
ica, on Welsh missions in Assam, Further it did not 
spread. There seeméd to have been no special prep- 
aration for it. A melting of spirit and turning to 
prayer among certain Welsh ministers softened the 
ground, but, generally speaking, it was a great gift 


of God to this :little people, a movement of grace. 


It came into the Church first. A great yearning for 
holiness was abroad. When this message of inner 
liberation was preached after-meetings were arranged 
“for those seeking definite spiritual infilling. A group 
of “new” ministers emerged to testify to God’s power 
in this direction. The spirit of supplication came; 
meetings for prayer packed the churches and con- 
tinued without cessation, at times for eight hours. 
The difficulty of getting people into the church gave 
- place to: that of getting them out of the church. 
At times the ministers were “closured” by this spirit 


- of _prayer, sermons ' being suspended to give free - 


vent to it. 
Conversions by the thousand followed. Earthly in- 
' terests fell into the background. Thus the mania for 
football contests, with its accompanying betting, dwin- 
died away. When a special train was ready.to take 
the -usual crowds to the International Trial Match 
the merést ‘handfuls appeared at the stations, even 
in the crowded Rhondda Valley. Concert and 
Eisteddfodau, so characteristic of the life of the Prin- 
cipality, lost their compelling ‘interest. The drink 
shops of course were emptied; also the police courts. 
All over Wates-gmagistrates found themselves pre- 
sented with white | gloves, |symbol of a! clean court 





1This editorial: reviews “Rent Heavens, fhe Revival of 
1904,"" by R. B. Jones. (Stanley Martin and €6., Paternoster 
Row, London, E. C. 4, England, r shilling.) 


Theology 


Why should Christians ever “back off” from the- 
ology? The meaning of the word is simple enough, 
coming from two Greek words, theos “God,” and 
legei.. “to speak.” Theology tells us of God, is a 
speaking of or about God, “the science of God.” The 
Bible, of course, is filled with theology, and gives us 
the only true. science of God. People who know noth- 
ing of theology know nothing of God — yet even Chris- 
tian people sometimes say, “I have no use for theology.” 
A little child who knows and rejoices that “God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not’ perish, 
but have everlasting life,” and who has received Christ 
as Saviour, knows a great deal about theology. Paul 
by inspiration was the master theologian of the ages; 
and no one knows Christ and the Father as they long 
to have us know them until the riches of Paul’s the- 
ology have been read and received. A Christian busi- 
ness man writes in a personal letter to the Editor that 
he and his family have been obliged to leave their 
local church (of an evangelical denomination) . because 
of its Laodicean state and the Christless preaching of 
the minister, The letter says, in part: “In front of 
the church are signs which any Jew, Christian Scientist, 
or Romanist could just as well put out, absolutely 
Christless. One day the preacher said in beginning 
his sermon, ‘I know nothing about theology, and fur- 
thermore I don’t want to know anything about it.’ 
Our eleven-year-old daughter innocently asked at the 
dinner table if the preacher had not gone to Princeton 
Seminary for three years.” Many a graduate of 
Princeton Seminary, unlike this minister, is rejoicing 
in the theology he re ae there —the theology of 
Paul, and of John, and of Christ, who was “made ., . 
to be sin for us ... that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him.” 


¢ 


Welsh Revival 


and empty docket. “Hopelessly bad” debts were paid. 
Children were directly cleaner and better clothed. 
Even the mine pit ponies realized that something had 
happened. Sectarian lines melted and labor hatreds 
softened, 

On the Church itself the influence of these great 
days has been felt for nearly three decades. There 
still abides in Wales a spiritual atmosphere quite 
peculiar ‘to the country. This is remarked by all 
Christian speakers before Welsh audiences, “I have 
always found awakening times like spring times: many 
blossoms but not always so much fruit.” So wrote 
George Whitefield, and in this experience the great 
eighteenth century evangelist was not singular. But 
in Wales there has been a spiritual deposit left by the 
revival which is unmistakable, “people of keen spir- 
itual vision, unusually well versed in the Word, in- 
satiably eager for the highest, mighty in testimony, 
missionary in spirit, and aggressive in evangelistic 
work.” Conventions for spiritual culture shot up. “In 
addition to the central one at Llandrindod Wells are 
_other local ones almost too numerous to mention.” 
The South Wales Bible Training Institute and the 
Bible College of Wales are both lasting fruits of 
the movement, comparable to the Glasgow Training 
Institute, the founding of which followed on Mr. 
Moody’s Seottish campaign and the Moody Bible In- 
stitute in Chicago. A constellation of devoted foreign 
missionaries came out of the revival, apostles such as 
Rees and Williams—(India), Brinley Evans (Mada- 
gascar), Howells and Jenkins (Africa), Griffiths (Po- 
land), Thomas (Amazonia), Tudor Jones (Japan). The 
Faith Mission of Wales has made home evangelism 
by-tent and caravan continue the revival efforts of 1005 
and is supported by the readers of Yr Efengylydd 
(“The Evangelist”), a paper which came into being 
in revival days. 

Some one has called heterodoxy the mule of ortho- 
doxy. It cannot bring forth spiritual progeny. Nega- 
tive criticism was at its deadly work in Wales as 
elsewhere when the revival came. But with the re- 
vival’s coming its influence was broken. The Saturday 
Review pointed out the igtensely orthodox character 
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of this movement and declared it a popular protest 
against the type of Christianity which had come into 
the ministry from the Welsh University colleges. “It 
seemed as if ‘the higher criticism’ had wrecked the 
machinery for a revival,” mused the correspondent of 
the Liverpool Daily Post. But Modernism, together 
with vice and drunkenness, went down under the 
Spirit’s breath. 

Most interesting of all was the way in which the 
teaching of the Second Coming of Christ flashed into 
the consciousness of the spiritually awakened. In pre- 
Revival Wales this truth was unknown and untaught. 
In the whole Welsh pulpit there were perhaps two 
ministers who held to it. How different today. “It 
is a most remarkable fact,” says Principal Jones, “that 
almost without exception all who entered definitely and 
fully into revival blessing came to this view. Not that 
it was taught them,— there were none to teach. The 
writer’s own testimony is but an instance of that of 
thousands. Never can he forget the occasion, the 
place, the day when, alone with God, the truth flashed 
into his heart. He had heard no preaching nor had he 
read any book on the subject. He simply shared the 
somewhat derisive attitude of others to a matter he 
knew nothing about beyond the mere name. At that 
moment, however, a conviction was wrought in his 
deepest heart that the Lord was coming; that he was 
coming quickly; that indeed he must come, and that 
apart from his coming there seemed no hope for the 
world. 

“Such direct revelation from Heaven came to all 
who opened their hearts to the full blessing peculiar 
to the Revival. To them the day had dawned and 
in their hearts the day-star had risen. And thus — 
the direct and immediate work of the Spirit himself — 
instead of the insignificant few of pre-Revival days, 
there are in Wales today thousands who are eagerly 
waiting for the Son of God from Heaven, first to 
complete their own personal experience of redemption 
and then to establish on earth the kingdom of God. 
That to. the writer is as impressive a miracle as any 
connected. with the gracious movement. ‘Celtic emo- 
tion’ would .hardly be capable of such a result. It 
was. rather a tremendous overthrow of Celtic prej- 
udice.” 

The great revival of 1859 in which the Principality 
richly shared did not have this as one of its results. 
This fact surely marks that of 1904 as dispensational 
in its character, a pledge of the Lord’s approaching 
coming. As Dr. Wilhelm Laible, the leading religious 
journalist of Germany, has said, “One great sign of 
the Lord’s. soon advent is the fact that so many are 
being aroused to look for it.”. The post-Revival min- 
istry of Wales has its eyes open to the mighty world- 
purposes of God in Christ and to the return of Christ 
as the condition precedent to the realization of those 
purposes. Though there are men today in the Welsh 
pulpit “full of the energy of the devastating Modernist 
propaganda,” they are those who knew not the great 
days of 1904. It. is a much-commented-on fact, on 
the other hand, that the preachers called for in Wales 
today are, as a rule, those whose fidelity to the faith 
once for all delivered is unquestioned. And this also 
is a debt that Wales owes in a large measure to the 
Revival of 1904. 
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Was Jacob’s Deception of Isaac Justified ? 


I have noticed your scathing remarks on Jacob in 
Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times of February 13. I 
think it was very hard on poor Jacob, and I write 
to ask you to publish the article written by my son, 
Joseph Hoffman Cohn, and printed in the February 
issue of the Moody Bible Institute Monthly. This 
may show to your readers another view of Jacob. ... 

Trusting that you are enjoying God's rich blessing 
and that you will: remoye the reproach from poor 
Jacob by publishing the enclosed article, I am 

Yours sincerely in His blessed service, 
Leorotp CoHN. 


The brief editorial item in THE SunDAY ScHooL 
Times was on “The Bondage of Lying,” and said in 
part: 


Lying makes a slave of the liar. . . . One lie leads 
on to others that are worse. An impressive instance 
of this was in the case of Jacob when, acting upon 
his mother’s. instructions, he started lying to his 
father in order to steal a blessing. He impersonated 
his brother Esau before his half-blind father as he 
brought the imitation venison while Esau was out in 
the field hunting for the meat for which his father 
had asked. . Jacob first.told the deliberate lie: “I am 
Esau thy. first born.” - He went-on to a second lie: 
“I: have done according as thou badest me.” ‘Then a 
third lie, “Eat of my venison” — which was not veni- 
son but goat’s meat. When Isaac asked a disconcert- © 
ing question, “How is it that thou hast found it ‘so 
quickly, ‘my son?” therg was nothing to do but go on 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


into another lie, and this was a shocking blasphemy 
as Jacob answered: ‘Because the Lord thy 

brought it to me.” That was sinking pretty low. But 
the bondage of lying is so deadly that the liar never 
can tell, when he starts in the: downward course of 
falsehood, how low he is going. The bright side of 
the picture is on God’s side, as always. God’s grace 
reached down as low as Jacob had gone, and even 
lower as the everlasting arms were undernéath, and 
“where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.” 


The article in the Moody Bible Institute Monthly 
in defense of Jacob has attracted widespread attention, 
and the subject is touched upon here in view of the 


‘current Sunday-school lesson, treated in this issue, 


“Esau Sells His Birthright.” Some readers of the 
Moody Monthly have taken exception to the article 
by the Rev. Joseph Cohn and their letters have been 
published in the March and April issues of that maga- 
zine. A missionary in Japan has written two interest- 
ing letters to THE SuNpAyY ScHoo, Times about it; 
in the first she said: 


The February 13 Times just. received and is al- 
ways welcomed. I am sure if you had seen the 
Moody Magazine for February with Mr. Cohn’s arti- 
cle “Was Jacob a Trickster?” a most timely explana- 
tion; you could not have written the editorial “The 
Bondage of Lying.” ‘I hope: you will try and make it 
possible, at your convenience, to publish it. After 
all these. years of. misrepresentation of Jacob this 
most welcome article is at last given to the world. 


A week ‘later there came another letter from this 
same missionary, as follows: 


Just another word to say I was too much interested 
in Mr. Cohn’s article in Moody Magazine because 
he gave the- Jewish viewpoint, and because I am 
very much interested in his Christian work among 
his. own people... .1 afterward reread the story of 
Jacob (in Genesis), which I should have done at first, 
— then I would never have written suggesting that 
you reprint Mr. Cohn’s article, nor would I have 
thought your article on the “Bondage of Lying” was 
severe. With regrets —. : 


The Rev. Leopold Cohn is General Superintendent 
of the American Board of Missions to the Jews, Inc. 
(Station A, Box 10, Brooklyn, New York), and his 
son the Rev. J. Hoffman Cohn is Field Secretary, the 
official organ being the magazine The Chosen People. 
As is well known, this missionary organization has 
for many years rendered a large and vital service of 
Christian. evangelization among the Jews, and con- 
tinues. so to do. THE SuNnpay ScHoot Times has 
repeatedly called it favorably to the attention of the 
readers, and gladly takes occasion again to express 
entire confidence in the work and the workers. And 
the Moody Bible Institute Monthly is known through- 
out the nation and the world as one of the leading 
and most trustworthy evangelical journals published 
anywhere, standing uncompromisingly for the old faith, 
the whole Bible as the Word of God, and the blood 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. But the position 
of Mr. Cohn’s article seems to THE SuNDAYy SCHOOL 
TimMEs so indefensible in tl:e light of the Scripture 
record that it is not reprinted here, and the editors 
of the Moody Monthly, in publishing letters of pro- 
test from their readers, say plainly in this connection 
that “we do not hold ourselves responsible for all 
the opinions of our contributors, not even this one.’ 
Mr. Cohn takes the position that, because Jacob had 
bought and paid for the birthright from Esau, this 
justified Jacob in saying to Jsaac, “I am Esau, ‘thy 
firstborn.” Thus Mr. Cohn’s article says: 


The moment Jacob paid for this birthright, it was 
his forever. This is as true as if you bought and 
paid for a deed to a piece of property; from that 
time the property is absolutely yours. It is impor- 
tant to stress this, because this made it possible later 
for Jacob to say to his father, “i am Esau, thy first- 
born.” And he was, for he had bought and paid for 
the right to say so..... 

Rebekah calls Jacob and tells him to go to his 
father and pretend that he is Esau and secure the 
biessing. Notice Jacob’s answer: ‘My father perad- 
venture will feel me, and I shall seem to him as a 
deceiver.” Jacob knew he was no deceiver, but that 
to the father he would seem so, use the father 
knew nothing about the sale. of the birthright. Even 
with this possibility before her, it was Rebekah who 
insisted that Jacob proceed ‘with «he errand and con- 
cluded with this absolution, “Upon me be thine curse, 
my son; only obey my voice.” ; 

And so Jacob had a double authority for the so- 
called deception upon his father — the authority vested: 
in him legally because of his purchase. of the birth- 
right, and the. command given him by his mother. 


Let any jurist say whether Jacob transgressed the 
moral code. 


There are other points in Mr. Cohn’s article in 
defense of Jacob, some of which may be well taken; 
while some seem to be questionable or not in accord 
with the Scriptures, But the defense of the conscious, 
premeditated, deliberate lie planned and carried. out 
by Rebekah and Jacob seems very strange; and cannot 
be accepted. Every detail of the plan was intended to 
deceive the aged and almost blind father Isaac. The 
putting of the skins of the kids of the goats upon the 
hands of Jacob. “and. upon the smooth of his: neck,” 
the wearing of eng cicthens, the preparation. of- the 
“savoury meat” of the kids of. the goats in: imitation 
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of the wild meat that Isaac had sent Esau to get by 
hunting in the field, and the detailed language used 
by Jacob to Isaac, all show the hope and purpose of 
Jacob and Rebekah that Isaac should be successfully 
deceived. If the whole matter had been one of a clear 
conscience on the part of Jacob and Rebekah, how 
easy it would have been for Jacob to go to his old 
father and say something like this: “Esau has sold 
me his birthright, and it is no longer his but mine, 
Bless me, therefore, with the blessing of the first- 
born.” If the question of the birthright had then 
been referred by Isaac to Esau, and if Esau had de- 
nied the transaction of the red pottage and the trans- 
fer of the birthright, the responsibility for lying would 
have been upon Esau; and Jacob would have been 
clear; the younger son then could have confidently 
trusted the God of Abraham to bring righteousness 
and justice to pass. 

Further, the mere fact that Rebekah conceived this 
lie, taking advantage of her -husband’s blindness and 
weakness, and that she ordered her son Jacob to carry 
it out, cannot possibly excuse the son for his_ sin. 
Many a son since that day has refused to carry out 
the command of a sinful parent. In answer tothe 
challenge of the article, “Let any jurist say whether 
Jacob transgressed the moral code,” it is difficult to 
conceive of any jury or judge hesitating a moment 
in answering that Jacob certainly violated the laws 
both of God and of man. , : 

President _McQuilkin, in the leading lesson article 
in this issue of THe Sunpbay. ScHooL TrIMEs, recog- 
nizes, as Bible commentators have always recognized, 
that Esau is a type of the man. of the flesh, giving 
way to bodily appetite at the cost of a spiritual bless- 
ing, and: that the. Bible’s condemnation of Esau ‘is, 
of course, severe and terrible. Mr. McQuilkin also 
recognizes the worthy aspirations of Jacob, the fact 
that he was a man of spiritual insight and put spir- 
itual things above temporal and bodily matters. But, 
as Mr. McQuilkin points out: “Jacob is seen as a type 
of the Christian who is seeking God, but is still walk- 
ing after the flesh in human scheming to secure bless- 
ings... . God did not need Jacob’s scheming to secure 
to him the blessings. Evil, and only evil, results from 
un-Christlike actions, whatever our motive in doing 
them.” . 

we 


Other Sound Missionary Societies 


In its Missionary Number of December: 26, 1931, 
Tue Sunpay ScHoot TiMEs published a list of fifty 
or more interdenominational foreign missionary soci- 
eties that it believes to be worthy of the confidence, 
prayers, and gifts of readers of the Times. It was 
noted that these organizations are standing true to 


the old faith; that the list did not attempt. to include © 


denominational societies, many of which are worthy 
of ‘support, but only those. of a nondenominational or 
interdenominational character. The T1mMEs was care- 
ful to say, further, that any. list of this sort is néces- 
sarily incomplete, and that information would be wel- 
comed as to other societies that should be added in 
later issues. Several such societies are now named as 
properly belonging in such a list. 

North East India General Mission, Inc:; Roland K. 
Armes, Chairman; William S: Wills, Treasurer; 1213 
Pennsylvania Building, Philadelphia: 

Union of Churches of Christ, Poland, White Russia, 
Ukrainia, and Galacia; Dr. K. J. Jaroszewizc, General 
Director; Hugh R. Munro, Treasurer; 156 Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York City. 

Friends of Arabia Mission; General Secretary, J. C. 
Baker, 711 Ninety-seventh Street, Seattle, Wash. 

OB Salaam Mission, 524 Josephine Street, Flint, 
ich. ; 
Central Japan Pioneer Mission; Miss Dunkelberger 

(Dr. Stearns’. Missionary Fund), 147 West School 

Lane, Germantown, Philadelphia; or Miss M. J. Hall, 

1211 North Fifty-fourth Avenue, Los Angeles, Cal. 
Scandinavian Alliance Mission of North America 

2839 McLean Avenue, Chicago, from the General 


Director of which, the Rev. T. J. Bach, has come’ the 


following letter: 


We were indeed glad to receive a copy of the issue 
of Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times dated’ December 
26, which, not only carries the name of Missionary 
Number but also gives the greatest part of its columns 
to messages concerning Christ’s last command to his 
— We do thank God for THE Sunpay ScHooL 

IMES. ; 


In the list of Sound Interdenominational Foreign 
Missionary Societies we fail to find the name of the 
Scandinavian Alliance Mission. : The majority of our 
missionaries in Africa,. China, India, Japan, Mon- 
golia, and South America as well as their supporters 
are readers of Tot Sunpay Scuoot Times. Under 
separate cover we are sending you our literature. Mr. 
D. £. Hoste: and Dr. Robert H. Glover of the China 
Inland Mission, and Dr. W. H. -Hockmian of the 
Moody Bible Institute will, I am sure, give you any 
further. information concerning our work. 


Tue Sunvay: Scnoot Times is glad to call these 


Missions, together with the list previously published, 
to the favorable: attention of its readers. 
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How should he address the Jews 
and devout Gentiles? 








Paul’s Double Audience at Pisidian Antioch 
By Sir William M. Ramsay, D.D., D.C.L., Litt.D., LL.D. 








\ 








N STUDYING .Luke’s account of Paul's first 
| missionary journey, we: must* bear in mind that 

Luke was not present, and his narrative lacks some 
details which spring from eye-witness. It is doubtful 
if he ever saw the cities that he mentions: this ‘is 
certain about Antioch in Pisidia, as the run of the 
narrative shows; but we know some of. the details 
from excavation, and the narrative fits them perfectly, 
iHuminates and is illuminated by them. Luke heard 
the tale from the lips of Paul; probably he had heard 
it several times in different situations where he had 
been with Paul: At Antioch the narrative is concerted 
with general principlés,: the’ method: of appeal to the 
mixed Roman world and the best way of presenting 
the teaching of our Lord as the fulfillment and comple- 
tion of past history, coming in “the fulness of the time” 
(Gal. 4:4). At Lystra there occurred incidents of 
a more strikingly personal character, and the narra- 
tive there is more individual; but elsewhere the char- 
acter is general and typical. 

In Pisidian Antioch, as in every Jewish community, 
there were Jews of higher character, and Jews of a 
lower type. We see the behavior of each prevailing 
at different times. As in Beroa (Acts 17:10), so 
in Antioch, the Jews at first were interested in Paul’s 
doctrine and recognized that it grew out of the Old 
Testament. As in Ephesus, so in Antioch the baser 
class took the situation in hand, and guided Jewish 
action with virulent hatred of Paul, owing to his 
endangering their profits. 


Jewish Prosperity in Antioch 


In THe SuNpay ScHoot Times of October 17, 1931, 
I published a description of the situation of Antioch, 


a Phrygian city toward Pisidia, and of the synagogue. 


in that city, founded about 280 B. C. and made a 
Roman Colony and military center of the province 
of Galatia in 25 B. C. To a Roman, Antioch was a 
city of Galatia and its inhabitants were Galatians. 
This deStription as read in the ruins confirms the 
statement of Josephus, the Jewish ‘historian (writing 
about A. D. 70-90), that the Jews were highly favored 
by the early kings: in Syrian Antioch the Jews were 
placed in a most honorable position; and the kings 
contributed to the expenses of the Temple in ritual 
and sacrifices, The Law enjoined blood sacrifices, 

=-but prosperity and splendid ritual spelled degradation 
when it depended on contributions from the heathen. 
In Jerusalem a century of such prosperity caused a 
reaction that culminated in the revolt led by the Mac- 
cabees and the expulsion of the heathen. 

In Antioch 320 years of prosperity made the Jews 
only more satisfied with-their position. They had been 
prosperous when Antioch was a Greek garrison city. 
They were even more prosperous: when Antioch was 
raised to the high rank of a Roman Colony in 25 B. C. 
They lost political power, it is true, for only Roman 
citizens,- the aristocracy of the colony called in Acts 
“chief men,” literally “first men of the city,” possessed 
the franchisé; but the Jews, always skillful fishers 
in troubled waters, knew how to profit by their new 
situation. It is not the voters that govern: it is those 
who control the vote. The Jews had their: caucus ready 
to their hand. The ladies of the aristocracy more than 
any others were attracted to the pure and lofty theism 
of the Jewish faith; and they could readily be induced 
to -influence their husbands and families. The Old 

- Testament, even without. the New, is an immense 
power in the world, always and everywhere; and 
those Jews of Antioch had been an educated people 
trained from infancy in the greatest of all books, for 
no part of the New Testament was yet published, 
though the first sketch of Matthew’s Gospel was 
already written. The Jews were not only the most 
educated, but the most able and astute: the native 
Phrygian population were far more numerous than 
the Romans and Jews combined, but they were slow 


of wit, rather stupid and very ignorant, but brave and~ 


simple. The Jews were the real power in the’ city, 
through the power of the Book in the Synagogue and 
through their cleverness in business and in. municipal 
wire-pulling. 

About seventy years. after this Colony Rule was 
founded, probably in the autumn of A. D. 45, came 
Paul and Barnabas to Antioch in Pisidia; and on the 
first Sabbath they entered the Synagogue and took 
their seats in the place set apart for strangers: who 
had a message to the congregation, as is still the cus- 
tom of all synagogues. I am informed of this cus- 
tom by a very learned rabbi in London, 

The address that followed (Acts 13: 16-41) was 
the first statement of Paul’s message to the Roman 
world. In Cyprus Barnabas and Saul had come as 
- Hebrews speaking in the synagogue to Hebrews. Only 





Sir William Ramsay is an outstanding demon- 
stration that brains and belief can go together — 
the critics to the contrary notwithstanding. His 

- archeological research for many years has put 
the Christian world in his debt; his personal and 
independent study of the Scriptures— after he had 
been turned in the wrong direction and shaken in 
his faith as a young man by the critical scholars 
of Germany and Great Britain — convinced Sir 
William that the evangelical view of the New 
Testament is the only rational, intellectual and 
Christian view. 

Last autumn (Qctober 17) The Sunday School 
Times published an article by Sir William on 
“Excavating the Synagogue Church at Pisidian 
Antioch,” and now welcomes the privilege of giv- 
ing its readers a further vivid description of the 
situation that confronted Paul and Barnabas when 
they were invited to speak in that synagogue, and 
the peculiar twofold character of the audience, | 
made up of cultured Gentiles and Jews. The 
13th. chapter of Acts takes on a few meaning as 
we read this remarkable study. 








in the last scene at Paphos were they brought into 
contact with a Roman official, and he proved to be 
a man of understanding and good sense. As a mat- 
ter of fact, his family in later generations can be 
traced as well disposed to Christianity and interested 
in knowledge and inquiry; that may be told later. 
From this day onward Paul assumed his Roman and 
Greek name Paulus, and Luke marks the change by 
speaking not of “Barnabas and Saul” but of “Paul and 
his companions,” or of “Paulos and Barnabas.” In 
this brief way Luke indicates a change in Paul’s out- 
look on the world, and in his relation to Barnabas. 
Paul is henceforth the central figure: his vigor and 
initiative determine the course and the manner of all 
missionary work. Twice only does Luke speak of 
“Barnabas and Saul”: in the surroundings of Jeru- 
salem, and once at Lystra the mob called Barnabas 
the chief god and Paul the subordinate ministering 
god, because they saw Barnabas tall and dignified and 
Paul little and hard-working and speaking on behalf 
of both. After no long time this changed relation 
was made evident to all. 

When the directors of the Synagogue gave them 
freedom to speak, Paul stood up, and made this first 
sermon to a thoroughly mixed audience; Jews and 
“God-fearing” (or devout) Gentiles: the latter were 
not merely a few stray listeners: they were so numer- 
ous that their presence was conspicuous. An orator 
like Paul is keenly sensitive to the character of his 
audience and reacts to it, as the audience does to the 
orator. 
audience was double, and he addressed himself ac- 
cordingly: “Sirs, Israelites, and you God-fearing” — 
a new kind of address to a new kind of audience. 


Separate Seats for Jew and Gentile 


How did Paul recognize the two classes in the audi- 
ence? Certainly not by their dress: the Jews settled 
here more than three hundred years had adopted Greek 
names, Greek dress, the manners of Greek society. 
Antioch was a city of Phrygia on the side of Pisidia, 
but in language and education it was Greek. The only 
sartorial difference might probably be that the Jews 
were better dressed in the same fashion, the newest 
and latest style. Paul knew the God-fearing Gentiles 
because they were separate from the Israelites. Such 
must have been the rule in a synagogue. The Jews 
would not sit mingled with the Gentile pagans there, 
even though the latter respected (feared) God. 

To distinguish the Jews of Anatolian cities from 
the pagan population is extremely difficult. The names 
are more persistent, but they are rarer: the only 
known Jewess of Antioch is called Debbora, and she 
married Pamphylos, whose name is unlikely to be 
Hebrew (compare the case of Timothy’s mother, Acts 
16:1). A whole series. of curses against violators 
of a grave was revealed by an epitaph which invoked 
the curses of Deuteronomy. In-this case, when Paul 
spoke, distinction was evident as they sat (or stood) 
in the synagogue. 

Now we observe how skillfully Paul handled his 
mixed audience. After his double address he gives 
a rapid sketch of the dealings of God with “this peo- 
ple,” mingling blame with recognition of their excep- 
tional place in the world as heirs of the Promise. 
He takes his text from the passages of the Law and 
the Prophets that had just been read. Two unusual 
and outstanding words show that those passages were 


Paul saw, as he rose from his seat, that his 


Deuteronomy 1:31 and Isaiah 1:2: these are placed 
together in the Jewish lectionary to be read on the 
forty-fourth Sabbath of the year. The lectionary has 
not been traced until a much later time, but the con- 
nection of the two passages may safely be taken as 
ancient. Egypt, the wandering in the wilderness, the 
Judges, the Kings. Froni the seed of David a Sav- - 
iour Jesus has been promised. John Baptist, whom all 
Jews considered a martyr to their cause, pointed for- 
ward to Him. 

Then Paul carries on the tale in the second part of his 
discourse (Acts 13: 26): hé again addresses the double 
audience: “Sirs; brothers, sons of the race of Abraham, 
and those of this audience that fear God, to us [you] 
has the word of this Salvation been sent forth.” The 
two classes in the audience are now addressed as parts 
of one whole, and the speaker includes himself in 
that whole: brothers, you, we. Never before had 
Jews and Gentiles been addressed as brothers, members 
of one faniily. This does not invalidate the Promise 
to the Jews. The riches of the grace of God are in- 
finite, abundant for all. - The heathen thought that 
their God had only a limited store of good to give 
to his own, and they were not eager to bring in others 
to share with them. This new address, this brother- 
hood with the nation when they fear and reverence 
God, did not apparently offend the Jews of Antioch; 
but to the other part of the audience it was welcome: 
they were admitted to share equally in. the grace of 
that God whom they had begun to reverence. Paul 
lingers on this part of his message, declaring Christ’s 
triumph over death: His victory showed his power. 

Then follows the application, addressed no longer 
to two classes of listeners, simply to Brothers (Acts 
13: 38-41). All share alike in the grace of God, the- 
remission of sins, which was not granted to them 
through the Law of Moses, 


Hunger for the Gospel of Grace 


This bold declaration is not said to have offended 
the Jews. Many of them and of the Gentile proselytes 
followed the apostle begging to hear more, and they 
were urged to persevere in the path.of grace. There 
is here a clear proof that a considerable section -of 
the Jews were like those of Bercea, disposed to think 
over the message and to weigh it carefully. In the 
words of verses 39 and 43 we must see an allusion, 
on Luke’s part, to the Epistle to the Galatians. Paul 
is already from the first day warning them that by 
the works of the law they cannot be justified, but 
only by the message of faith in the death and victory 
of Christ. Three years later he had to remind them 
that they had been falling back from faith to works. 

The narrative passes on to the next Sabbath, and 
says nothing about the intervening-six days. The 
custom of Paul in other cases shows that the apostles 
went about the city, seeing its monuments (as at 
Athens), (Acts 17: 16-21), talking, discussing, or giv- 
ing longer “talks” like informal sermons (as at Ephe- 
sus, Acts 19:9). Next Sabbath came; Paul and 
Barnabas had become notable figures in the city; and 
almost the whole city gathered to the synagogue to 
hear them. This annoyed the Jews, and when Paul 
essayed to speak they contradicted him loudly and 
spouted maledictions. This is a strange scene at a 
peaceful synagogue meeting, and seems almost incred- 
ible, but, as we scrutinize the narrative, it becomes 
clear and convincing. 

The synagogue in Antioch could not possibly contain 
“almost the whole city”; nor was there any synagogue 
in the world that could hold such a crowd. Moreover, 
in the synagogue Paul could not speak unless he was 
invited by the directors of the divine worship; this 
was evidently not done; no directors of public worship 
could be so rash'as to provoke disorder in the house 
of God. The facts are evident, when one thinks of 
the situation. There was a large space on the central 
hill, belonging to the Jews, attached to the synagogue, 
and used for social and general purposes. The crowd 
collected: some could get into the synagogue; others 
could not. The worse element among the Jews made 
loud demonstrations, Paul attempted to deliver his. 
message in the open air, but was shouted down and 
abused. The scene was disorderly in the highest de- 
gree, as disgraceful to a Roman Colony as the scene 
in the theater of Ephesus was to the administration ° 
of that city. In each case the proceedings were likely 
to draw down punishment from the Imperial Govern- 
ment, which left the cities free to manage their own 
affairs by their own elected magistrates but retained 
the power to interfere in case of disorder. or riot. 

What was the reason for the people’s change of 
attitude toward the new teaching? 

This second address, we cannot doubt, Paul based 
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on something that occurred in the passages first read 
in the synagogue the week before. It has been ob- 
served by a Jewish Christian, Edersheim, that two 
verbs occur in Paul’s earlier speech, “he suffered their 
manners” (v. 18), and “he exalted [the people]” (v. 
17), which occur in the Septuagint text of Deuter- 
onomy 1:31 and Isaiah 1:2, which, as noted above, 
are read in the modern Jewish lectionary on the forty- 
fourth Sabbath of the year. There is no proof that 
the modern lectionary existed in the first century, but 
in all probability it did not depart from old custom. 
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There can be no doubt. The worse element among the 
Jews took charge. The directors of public worship 
did not appear, as they were inside the synagogue. 
The extraordinary influence which Paul was exerting 
on the crowd roused jealousy and envy: the Jews had 
derived great advantage and financial profit. from -their 
influence on the many “God-feariug” among the pagan 
population: Paul was ousting them from this advan- 
tageous position. Many Jews who had been willing 
to tisten and to ponder were not willing to risk the 
loss of their influence in the Colony. 
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The Gospel Light in War-Torn Belgium 


What God has wrought during the past thirteen years 


By O. Vansteenberghe 














In the early days of the Great War Mr. Vansteenberghe was wounded on one of the bloody fields of his native 

Flanders. During his convalescence in England he found Christ as his Saviour, and since the earliest days of 

the Belgian Gospel Mission he has been one of Mr. and Mrs. Norton's most valued associates, His remarkable 

linguistic ability has been of untold value to the Mission, for he is at home in three languages, French, Flemish, 

and English, and can interpret rapidly and accurately from any one of these tongues into either of the others. 

This interesting survey’ of the work of the Mission will be welcome to all Times readers. Gifts to the work may 
be sent to Charles G. Trumbull, Treasurer, 325 North Thirfeenth Street, Philadelphia. 


height of a world-wide crisis and sent to a coun- 

try at a moment of nation-wide chaos. While 
Belgium was tending its war wounds, Mr. and Mrs. 
Norton with their co-workers were spreading the Gos- 
pel everywhere. in the country. 

The destroyed towns and villages have all been re- 
constructed; the shot-scarred and blood-drenched fields 
have been handed over once again to their God-pro- 
vided task of feeding the people instead of serving 
as the burial ground for hundreds of thousands of 

oung lives. Less conspicuous but no less important 
a been the spiritual reconstruction that has been 
accomplished. 

The growth of the Belgian Gospel Mission has been 
tremendous. Within nearly thirteen years, posts have 
been established in all: the ‘provinces. Through our 


"Tiss Belgian Gospel Mission was born at the 


large scale distribution of the Word of God over. 
~ extended districts, millions of people ‘have come into- 


contact with ‘the Way of Life. -It may have been but 
a tract or a verse on a wall, — nevertheless, 
we can say that millions have ‘been brought within 
the possibility of learning about salvation through 
faith. That is the great fact we should ever remem- 
ber when we think and speak of the work of fhe 
Belgian Gospel Mission. ; 

As the work progressed, thé mission felt the need 
of more determined efforts to put before the converts 
the truth of -the sanctified life. Special meetings by 


such as Dr. Charles Inwood, Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, - 
Dr. Griffith Thomas, Dr. Charles G. Trumbull, Edi-° 


tor of THE SuNpDAY ScHooL Times, and others, proved 
that teaching on this subject found a ready entrance 
into all hearts. But such gatherings only reached a 
limited number of people. On other occasions gather- 
ings of several Mission posts in one central spot proved 
very successful also, in that they became rallying points 
where Christians from a much attacked or young post 
would strengthen their hearts in the welding fire of 
mutual sympathy and fellowship in worship and prayer. 
Out of these. meetings there. sprang up a series of 
Christian conferences in French and Flemish, the two 
languages of the land, as a new branch of the activity 
of the Mission. Eger oe 
The first of these (in French at Brussels and in 
Flemish at Ghent) was decided.upon in the spring ,of 


1928, and held in the: first days of the following No-- 


vember. Not without apprehension did we see the 
first of November approach. How would the people 
take to the idea of leaving their homes for nearly 
four days to come.and listen to the Word of God 
expounded from morning till evening? As has been 
so often the case, we found ourselves “men of little 
faith,” for our converts did come. Christians from 
other assemblies'and churches came also, so that our 
first attempt, undertaken as an order from God and 
under his guidance, received there the public seal of 
his approval. 

Both the French and Flemish conventions were 
blessed. Men of God brought their messages of re- 
buke and encouragement, and our people returned to 
their homes, some humbled under the mighty hand of 
God, others in possession of salvation, others with 
both feet firmly set in the narrow way of utter sur- 
render. 

As the years went by the conventions broadened 
their sphere of influence and now they have come to 
be almost inseparable from the life of the ~Mission. 
What would November be like to hundreds of our 
people if there. were no convention in Ghent and in 


Brussels? For hundreds now gather thus for a few 
days to listen to. the Lord’s messengers. As the num- 
ber of those who attend the convention has grown, 
the spiritual tone has deepened. Work, real and last- 
ing, has been done in many hearts. 

Take for example the Brussels convention of No- 
vember last year. It began on Saturday, the seventh. 
At the very outset a spirit of prayer prevailed. In 
the afternoon. meeting more than three hundred people 
had gathered. On Sunday seven hundred people packed 
the hall at 7 Rue du Moniteur, and at night over one 
thousand crowdéd into the Grande Harmonie’ Hall 
to listen to Mr. Cosandey. But it was on the last 
day, Wednesday, November 11, Armistice Day, that 
the climax was reached. 

In the afternoon three meetings were held at the 


same time for people of different ages. While the- 
children were in ‘one reom, and the older people in 


the Flemish hall, the. young people came-~ together ‘in 
the large hall for the French meetings—two hundred 
young, men and women, from practically every French 
speaking post of the Mission and from other groups. 
Paul Tissot spoke on Jeremiah 20:7: “O Jehovah, 
thou hast persuaded me, and I was persuaded; thou 
art stronger than I, and hast prevailed,” showing how 
different. systems in Europe, such as Bolshevism and 
Fascism, presumed to claim the youth for their own 
ends. It was easy to show from these examples how 
the Lord Jesus Christ has won for himself the abso- 
lute right to claim the hearts of young Christians. 
After the writer had told briefly the story of the 
utter surrender of his daughter at the young people’s 
meeting of the previous convention, and of the precious 
results of this surrender, Mr. Tissot put the invitation 


‘to the boys and girls assembled there. 


What we witnessed then was a sight for angels to 
behold! One after another over fifty of the young 
people stood up quietly and, in a few words of prayer, 
yielded their lives to the Lord. The whole assembly 
was under the power of a mighty wave of the Holy 
Spirit. There was nothing sensational, nor sentimental, 
— just a quiet but solemn surrender of lives to the 
claims of ownership on the part of Christ. Tears 
flowed freely, tears of gratitude to Almighty God for 
victory. It seemed to us who were there that we were 
at the very portals of Heaven. 


Immediately upon these three simultaneous meetings - 


followed a testimony ‘meeting, the first ever held at 
a convention in Brussels. There again the Holy Spirit 


was powerfully present. Here are a few out of the 
many testimonies : 


Up till now I did my best to serve God where J 
wanted, now I want to serve him where he chooses. 


The Lord found me. when I was dying, and: he 
saved me; now I am his entirely. ‘ 


I found the Lord Jesus behind the walls of a con- 
vent cell. The Roman Catholic religion made me 
miserable, but the Lord Jesus has given me peace. 


I am a Jewess from Amsterdam; the Lord sent 
me to Dour [one of the Mission posts], where I 
learned that Jesus is the Messiah and that he died 
for me on the cross. / 


I also am a child of Israel. I had never known the 


Messiah ; I am very happy since I know him as my 
Saviour, 


I thank God for saving me a year ago today at the 
last convention. 


A year ago today at the convention I was saved. 
I was ‘a Protestant, but for a long time I “had left 
all religion. I fell away farther and farther until I 
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saw the Mission’s Gespel car in front of the Brussels 
Stock Exchange. The same evening we went to’ the 
Gospel hall, my wife and I, and in the course of that 
evening we were both saved. 


i am speaking on -behalf of a young girl who sits 
by my side and is deaf. She has been in a convent. 
A short time ago’ she came to live in Dour, and one 
night came to see me. ~My wife and I talked with 
her and she was saved right there. She at once threw 
her religious medals and prayer book in the fire. 


I. was rich and married to a man who was a blas- 
phemer and who lived a life of dissipation. Another 
woman was introduced into my home and wrecked it, 
I left with my children and came to Brussels. In my 
sorrow I came to the foot of the cross and was saved. 
My husband’ is today in-a hospital after attempted 
suicide. He is dying. _I have plucked up sufficient 
courage to go and see him and pray for him. 


When we heard these testimonies, we knew that 


’ the convention had not been in vain and that the Holy 


Spir:. had brought about a revolution in many .a heart. 
Since November. the fire, which was noticeable espe- 
cially on the last days of the convention, has spread 
to other posts, and the. messengers have been the peo- 
ple to whom the Lord spoke in Brussels. Our French 
speaking Mission groups live in expectancy of great 
and wonderful things’ which the Lord-is going to do. 

In Flanders also signs of revival are many. After 


_ the convention at Ghent, special Second Advent testi- 
_ mony meetings have been held in-several places, and as 


a result the audiencés have increased. The greatest 


_ increase, however, has taken place in Ichteghem, not 


as the result of special meetings but of personal work 
on the part of the young’ nverts. The other day I 
paid visits to people there who have just come over 
the line. 

Our first visit was at the home of Auguste V. We 
found him washing dishes and his wife drying them. 
I remarked on this happy and most unusual scene in 
a Flemish house. The husband smiled and told me 
that the washing of the dishes has followed his con- 
version. “‘I should have been drinking today,” he said, 
“if I were not a child of God. The first years of my 
married life I used to receive a regular visit from the 
police every Monday because on the previous day, 
Sunday, I had been drunk and had fought anyone who 
happened to be on the spot. I expect very soon to 
receive notice of.a fine that I owe for drunkenness and 
fighting, but this will be the last money the law will 
get out of me. No fighting, no drinking for me any 
more!” And while he told his horrible story, I had 
the opportunity. to examine the man. To. judge by 
his face he must have been a brute.. Our Brother 
Meersman who accompanied me told me afterward that 
that man had. once -been on the point of burning his 
wife in the oven! But one day this drunkard got tired 
of his sinful life. He had heard of. the: evangelists 
who were holding meetings at the house of his ‘cousin 
Oscar C. He himself was a member of a’ dozen Ro- 
man Catholic societies and every Sunday he would 
go with the priest and other farmers to one or other 
of the neighboring villages to a meeting and come back 
drunk. Roman Catholicism had dragged him down 
and never offered a means of escape, so he would see 
what the new-fangled religion would do for him! 
Late at night he set out to find his cousin Oscar. 
He did not realize that at about the same moment, 
Oscar also had set out to find him and put before him 
the claims of God. They did not meet that day, but 
the following morning they came together in Auguste 
V.’s home, where they knelt and where the wolf be- 
came a lamb. Now that man and his wife are both 
saved, and they have broken away from the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

The case of Auguste V. is typical of those in Ich- 
teghem; the Gospel is changing that little corner of 
Belgium. Houses that were haunts of Satan have be- 
come sanctuaries of God. Swearing has been changed 
into praises, hatred into love and service. Our. hall, 


_ which was dedicated on December 6 of last year, is 


fast becoming filled, and if the. progress continues 
will be too small even before “the walls. have had 
the advantage of the summer. sun to dry, them thor- 
oughly ! 

The Holy Spirit is moving upon the darkness of 
Roman Catholic Belgium and alreacy we see light 
here and there. But we long for noonday light 
flooding the whole country, possibly the last chance 
the people of Belgium will have to acquaint themselves 
with the Way of life eternal, before the return of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


BrusseE_s, Betcrum. 


Let us give the Holy Spirit credit for meaning what 
he says and being able to say what he means, and we 
will soon see that the Church is an elect body of asso- 
ciate rulers with Christ, now in training for future 
service in the coming kingdom, and that her hope is 
the return of Christ in the air for his saints; after 
which we will come with him for the deliverance and 
redemption of Israel as a nation. Then through the 
elect Church glorified, and elect Israel in their own 
land, a holy mation, will the elect King of kings rule 
the world tn righteousness, and subdue all things unto 
himself —D. M. Stearns, in the Keswick Calendar. 














him during.the singing. 





- Lesson for May 8 


How to Have Worshipful 
Church and Sunday School Services 


By Mrs. P. J. Schoon 


SS space the day with prayer at home. 

2. Be in your place on time. A moment of 
quietness prepares the soul. 

3. Singing and Scripture reading are part of the 
worship. Take part, mentally at least. 

’ 4. Resolve not to disturb others by talking or hav- 
ing a disinterested attitude. 

5. Seek to put out of your mind and conversation 
outside things. (To listen to a group discuss athletics, 
and the like, before the meeting begins is discourag- 
ing.) : 

6. As far as possible take care of the details through 
the week. By personal calls and the use of the phone 
and mails many matters may be attended to, leaving 
the mind free to’ hear God’s message to you. 

7. Train yourself not to be attracted by outside dis- 
turbances. It helps others also, when you are not 
distracted. 

8. Do not embarrass a leader by trying to talk with 
It is better to wait till time 
for announcements. When it is necessary to see a 
person during a service step outside the door with him. 

9. Make announcements short. 

10. Keep the front of the room free from things 
that distract the eyes and thoughts. or 

11. When called upon to take part, wait for the 
audience to be quiet before proceeding. 


12. Come to each service with a heart open for God’s 
message for you. 


The following texts are helpful: 


“Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of 
my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my 
strength and my redeemer” (Psa. 19: 14). 

“Meditate upon these things” (1 Tim. 4:15). 

Gary, Ino. 
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Girls’ Problems of ‘Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and ticns, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 323-327 North Th: th Street, Phila- 


delphia. No names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too for an answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 

Dear’ Mother Ruth: Will you help me with this prob- 
lem? You have given me such comforting words in times 
past and I want you to know it. I thank you. 

I am a working womafi (single) and have lived almost 
half my life. I teach a Sunday-school class. I thave had 
wonderful opportunities in the past both in a business way 
and matrimonially, but have failed to take them. Now I 
regret the past and cannot seem to overcome the feeling 
or forgive myself. Will you help me?—A. C, 


EAR FRIEND: It is ever thus when we do not 

allow God to direct our paths. We come to the 
place where we see that our human plans are all 
wrong, and that if we had not been perverse and fol- 
lowed our own way, we might have been happy. What 
then shall we do? Thank God it is never too late to 
return to him, and let him take the reins and make 
out. of our broken lives lives of usefulness and hap- 
piness, 

You dare not sit down and sorrow over “what 
might have been”! You must return to God and, 
casting all at his feet, let him make out of your life 
what he will. And let me assure you, my friend, out 
of the tangled thread and the confusion of your life, 
you will be amazed to see how he can make of it a 
life filled with the abundant life that Christ came to 
give, Seek to know his will, and take your own 
hands off your own life, and wait upon him. You will 
be made @ new creature in Christ, and you will give 
up your human endeavors, and trust him in all decisions 
affecting your life. Live a life of service, and truly, 
my friend, it will amaze you what the Lord will do 
with your life, no matter how the years have flown. 
Your later life will be brighter and full of conquests 
for him, if he is your captain, and you obey orders as 
he gives them to you out of his Word and by the 
“still small voice.” To walk in his companionship and 
to follow in the path he chooses for you will be a 
new life, and will never end in regrets, but rather 
will be “as the shining light, that shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day” (Prov. 4: 18). 

No one can prophesy what the future will hold for 
you, if he holds the key. That which he can unlock 
for you, and for others through you, cannot be 
fathomed by the human mind. Only God knows what 
he can work if we will give him a chance! Why 
not give him a surrendered life, now, and just let him 
show you, and the world as you meet it, what he can 


do through you? 
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Let it be known wherever you go 
that a change has come into your life, that you have 
surrendered it all to him, and you will be amazed 
to see changes come to pass that you could never have 
imagined or planned. Oh, dear friend, he understands 
and knows so well just what he can work through you, 
#f you will let him! “The peace of God must quiet 
our minds and rest our hearts. We must put our 
hand in the hand of God like a little child, and let 
him lead us out into the bright sunshine of his love. 
He knows the way out of the woods, Let us climb 
up into his arms, and trust him to take us out by the 
shortest and surest road.” I have just been reading 
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this by Dr. Pardington, and feel it will be a beacon 
light tor you, too. 

Do you know the best work of many of our great 
people has been done when they reached the seventies? 
Give him the years before you, and just see what he 
will do with them. He is so wonderful that your soul 
will thrill continually at the wonders he will work 
through you and for you. Try him, trust him, and 
you will see! 


He will not fail, nor mock, nor disappoint thee ; 
is consolations change not with the years; 
With oil of joy He surely will anoint thee, 
And wipe away thy tears. <aF DD, Sutik: 








A number of successful plans from as many 
schools that have solved a hard problem 








How They Overcame the Summer Slump 


By Elizabeth Williams Sudlow 











66 O MAKE vacation time a loafing time is 
dangerous and unprofitable,” some one has said, 
“for the loafing habit germ is a menace to 
spiritual growth and power.” If the Bible school mem- 
bers loaf on the job all summer long, where will they 
get the necessary power to start them on a winter 
season of activity? “Vacation time should be a re- 
charging time,” said another wise worker, and the 
summer sessions of the school may be made so inter- 
esting and helpful as really to be a recharging time. 
No business house thinks it necessary to close for the 
summer because of the weather; why should the Bible 
school? No mother to date has closed up the kitchen 
because summer has come, and allowed her family 
to go for a few months without food, so is there any 
reason for the Bible school and church closing up and 
shutting off the supply of spiritual food? a 
In the home the mother arranges to serve a differ- 
ent type of food during the warm weather, — food 
that is just as nourishing as that offered her family 
during the cold weather, but arranged differently. Why 
not do the same in Sunday-school,—serve spiritual 
food but in a different way? 
Down-in El Paso, Tex., where they do have it rather 
warm during the summer, several years ago the Sun- 


‘day School Association officers prepared a leaflet for 


all the schools that contained the challenge, “Which 
would. you prefer, a Summer Slump or a Summer 
Hump?” And then they went on to state that “half 
of this slump business is psychological — we slump be- 
cause we think it-is time to slump, and let go.” 

In Wisconsin one school observed class rally days 
during the summer. Opening and closing servicés are 
in charge of a designated class, Many helpful and 
unique features are introduced. Naturally when a 
certain class is in charge an effort is made to have 
all members present; the following Sunday they are 
out again to see if the next group does as well. 

Here is a school in which practically the same plan 
is used, only the teachers in turn are expected to serve 
as superintendent. “The general superintendent plays 
teacher for the summer, making the rounds of the 
school and teaching at least one class in each depart- 
ment, from the Cradle Roll on up. And he acts as 
secretary, treasurer, and pianist, too. Because of this 
contact with the actual work of each group he has a 
better. understanding of the needs of the school. 

An Illinois school tried giving the teachers a vacation 
period,—a time off duty, but when each would be 
expected to visit some other school and study plans 
and methods. The various departments were grouped 
as units, and the lesson taught from the platform. The 
school was not a large one, so this was possible. It 
was a change from the regular schedule, and the plan 
worked out very satisfactorily. 

Down in Indiana a school arranged to shorten the 
usual period by fifteen minutes. A program covering 
the work for the summer was printed on dodgers 
and distributed throughout the neighborhood. Each 
Sunday was designated by some special name — flower, 
fruit, tree, animal, boy, girl, and the like. And the 
program was planned around what the Bible had to 
tell about each item, It was an interesting and profit- 
able summer for all members. 

A Minnesota school studied missions as their special 
project during the summer, and prepared for a sum- 
mer “Christmas” tree which was a culmination of the 
study. A big tree was hung with gifts to be sent to 
several stations in which the school had become in- 
terested. 

In another community all the Bible schools united 
in sponsoring a program of athletics for boys and 
girls. Weekly meets-were held in a convenient park, 
one school contesting against another. And partici- 
pation in a game was dependent upon attendance the 
previous Sunday in Bible school. 

A Bible Flower Garden program entertained an- 
other school. Each class in turn was responsible for 
bringing flowers to decorate the pulpit; later these 
were distributed among the sick and shut-ins of the 
neighborhood. And the class in charge of decorations 


was expected to describe in detail some flower or herb 
mentioned in the Bible. Each week the school was 
asked to find where a certain plant was mentioned. 
Some good-natured rivalry was created between the 
boys and girls, as a record was kept to see which 
group would have the largest number doing this during 
the week. 

Here is what was done in another school, where 
many of the members leave town for the summer. A 
mimeographed sheet was prepared and pasted inside 
the cover of each lesson quarterly. This provided. for 
an individual record of lesson study and Bible school 
attendance during the summer. All were on their 
honor to make an honest report. On Rally Day the 
lesson books were returned and a report compiled of 
the amount of study done during the summer. 

A school in Oklahoma inaugurated a Summer School 
Attendance Baseball League. A schedule of imaginary 
games was arranged, each “team” class, in turn play- 
ing the others until all had played one against the 
other. Five runs were allowed each team for equalling 
the previous year’s attendance record, One additional 
run was allowed for each person present over the 
attendance of the year before. A League president 
looked after the work, marking the records on a 
specially prepared blackboard. 

That the Baseball. League. Attendance plan is a 
worth-while. one has been demonstrated in another 
school where for some ten years the idea has been 
worked. Scholars. look forward to the League con- 
test. The response in this particular school is that 
the summer average is twice what it would have been 
without some effort of this kind. And better yet, 
many new leaders have been developed. through these 
efforts. Each year something new is developed, but 
the basis of the campaign remains the same. 

In Colorado for many years a Presbyterian school 
has had an unusually attractive summer program. The 
program for the entire thirteen weeks is outlined in 
detail in a beautifully printed booklet. Classes are in 
charge of the special music and program each Sunday. 
Each year some definite theme for the season is plan- 
ae All programs are expected to be built around this 
theme. ; 

A school in New York tried an interesting program 
one year by having different teachers present the les- 
son in outline from the platform. Then as a part of 
the service Psalm 84 was memorized, one or two verses 
each week. A special song to clinch the memory 
thought was sung. 

In Georgia a school that has held a splendid attend- 
ance during the summer is one where practically all 
the opening service is in song. Sometimes even the 
prayers are offered in song. Every one likes to sing, and 
this offered an opportunity to try many new . hymns. 

Illinois has a school that solved its summer attend- 
ance problem by holding a unified service during the 
vacation period. The Bible school and morning. wor- 
ship have united, thus shortening the period by almost 
an hour, Classes assemble in their own rooms imme- 
diately upon coming to the building, —then after the 
lesson period go to the church auditorium for a wor- 
ship service and brief sermon. 

A school in Connecticut provided an intensely _in- 
teresting summer for the students by offering a course 
in Bible geography. Notebooks were kept, and every 
one enjoyed the fifteen minute period spent with a: 
well qualified leader in studying the land where the 
Lord Jesus lived. 

A trip around the world was arranged by one school 
in order that the pupils might have a better idea of ° 
what is going on in- different places. Starting at the - 
home town a brief survey of the religious agencies at 
work was made. Crossing the continent stops were 
made at Utah to look into the Mormon situation, at 
San Francisco to study the work being done there 
among Japanese and Chinese, then across to Hawaii, 
and so on around the world. Each coun'-v w‘sited 
was made more interesting by having on display some- 
thing from that place. 
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International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 25 : 27-34 


LESSON 6. MAY 8 ESAU SELLS HIS BIRTHRIGHT (TEMPERANCE LESSON) 


Golden Text.—Every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things.—1 Cor. 9 * 25 








KinG JAMES VERSION 
27 And the boys grew: and Esau was 
a cunning hunter, a man of the field; and 
Jacob was a plain man, dwelling in tents. 
28 And Isaac loved Esau, because he 
did eat of his venison: but Rebekah loved 
Jacob. 


29 And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau 
came from the field, and he was faint: 


30 And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, 
I pray thee, with that same red pottage ; 
for I am faint: therefore was his name 
called Edom. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

27 And the boys grew: and Esau was 
a skilful hunter, a man of the field; and 
Jacob was a ‘quiet man, dwelling in 
tents. 28 Now Isaac loved Esau, be- 
cause he did eat of his venison: and 
Rebekah loved Jacob. 29 And Jacob 
boiled pottage: and Esau came in from 
the field, and he was faint: 30 and Esau 
said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with 
2that same red pottage; for I am faint: 
therefore was his name called * Edom. 


KinG JAMES VERSION 


31 And Jacob said, Sell me this day 
thy birthright. 


32 And Esau said, Behold, I am at the 
point to die: and what profit shall this 
birthright do to me? 


33 And Jacob said, Swear to me this 
day; and he sware unto him: and he 
sold his birthright unto Jacob. 

34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and 
pottage of lentiles; and he did eat and 
drink, and rose up, and went his way. 
Thus Esau despised his birthright. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
31 And Jacob said, Sell me ‘first thy 
birthright. 32 And Esau said, Behold, I 
am about to die: and what profit shall 
the birthright do to me? 33 And Jacob 
said, Swear to me ‘first; and he sware 
unto him: and he sold his birthright 
unto Jacob. 34 And Jacob gave Esau 
bread and pottage of. lentils; and he did 
eat and drink, and rose up, and went his 
way: so Esau despised his birthright. 
1 Or, harmless. Heb., perfect. ? Heb., 
the red pottage, this red pottage. 
* That is, Red. ‘* Heb., to-day. 


International Council of Religious Education, 


Lo RRO RL 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


66 SAU, who for one morsel of meat sold his 
E birthright”: this is Esau’s New Testament 
biography in ten words (Heb. 12:16). This 

one meal has made Esau famous forever as a symbol 


of the man of the flesh, the man who does not strive - 


for the mastery and is not temperate in all things. 
This isone of the many great “temperance lessons 
of the Book which always has been the greatest enemy 
of intemperance. Every man in America who drinks 
liquor today is in some degree an Esau. Yet one need 
not give way to drink or to gluttony to sell his birth- 
right. Let Esau be a warning to us against anything 
that will turn us from our birthright of rich spiritual 
inheritance in Christ. : 


The Historical Setting 


Last week our study took us to the land of the Philis- 
tines, where Isaac dug his wells; Esau may then 
have been about thirty, or between thirty and forty 
(Gen. 26:34). The selling of the _ birthright pre- 
ceded this trip to Gerar, perhaps coming a few years 
before. Let us keep in mind the primitive conditions, 
when the elemental appetites of men are o‘ten seen in 
childlike simplicity and in extreme form. 


Verse by Verse 


Genesis 25: 27.—And the boys grew. How individ- 
ual is the human soul; these twins, growing together 
in the same home, are growing apart in their char- 
acteristics as they increase in years. And Esau was a 
cunning hunter, a man of the field. Esau (“hairy”) 
was a man of the open field, skillful in hunting; not 
merely that he liked hunting as a sport, but he spent 
all his time at it, with a wild, roving, unsettled spirit. 
Jacob was @ plain man, dwelling in tents. Jacob 
(“supplanter”) was “pertect,” the Hebrew says, but 
scholars differ as to its significance when applied to 
Jacob; quiet, blameless, sedate, pious, are some of the 
suggestions. The description is evidently intended to 
be a contrast to that of Esau, and there seems no rea- 
son to avoid the meaning “perfect,” not perfect in the 
sense of sinless or mature, but upright in his devotion 
to God. (The same word is used in Psa. 37:37 and 
64: 4.) 

Verse 28.—And Isaac loved Esau. This does not 
mean that he did not love Jacob, but in short, crisp 
terms, after the Bible fashion, -his natural preference 
for Esau is stated. Because he did eat of his venison. 
These words seem to put Isaac on a rather low spir- 
itual level. But the frank, simple, naive statement 
of a fact is characteristic of Scripture. Not in those 
primitive conditions only, but, in our own case, very 
simple things of this sort do influence our affections. 
This was not the only reason Isaac had for loving 
Esau. It is mentioned because of its bearing on sub- 
sequent history. But Rebekah loved Jacob. No rea- 
son for Rebekah’s love is given. Jacob, the home- 
loving boy, doubtless gave more attention to his mother, 
but it seems probable that her love was more deeply 
rooted than this, and was related to the Messianic 
promises and Jacob’s fitness to carry them on. 


Verse 29.—And Jacob sod pottage. “Sod” is from 
the Old English .“seethed,” or boiled. “Pottage” is 
anything boiled in a pot, in this case lentils (v. 34), 
belonging to the bean family. And Esau came from 
the field, and he was faint. He had probably been 
hunting strenuously all day, without food, and appar- 
ently was unsuccessful in his search for game. 
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Verse 30.—Feed me, I pray thee, with that same 
red pottage. His words literaffy might be rendered, 
“Let me swallow that red, that red there,” indicating 
great excitement and complete lack of self-control. 
Called Edom, that is, “red” (Gen. 36: 1, 8, 9, 19). 


Verse 31.—Sell- me this day thy birthright. _ These 
first recorded words of Jacob appear as the expression 
of pent-up longings of years. His mother had doubt- 
less talked to him of the birthright, and of the proph- 
ecy that suggested that through him the covenant 
blessings would be fulfilled (25:23). The birthright 
carried with it the priesthood, exercised by the 
head of the family, probably the “double por- 
tion” of the father’s inheritance, but chiefly the 
inheritance of the covenant promises, the possession 
of Canaan and the blessing of all the earth. How sig- 
nificant that the priesthood went to Jacob’s third son, 
the covenant blessings to the fourth, the birthright to 
the eleventh son, 

Verse 32.—Behold, I am at the point to die. The 
feeling of the moment was the paramount thing. 

Verse 33—Swear to me this day. In that society 
this would be a sacred bargain, equivalent to our most 
binding written contract. Jacob would take no chance 
with an impulsive agreement on the part of one like 
Esau. And he sold his birthright unto Jacob. The 
question occurs whether this agreement would have 
any authority with Isaac or with the actual facts of 
the birthright. We may gather from this narrative, 
as well as from other instances that the birthright 
could be sold. In any case, after this solemn agree- 
ment, Esau would not press his claim at any point; 
for example, he left Canaan (Gen. 36:6), and Jacob 
dwelt in the land of his father’s sojourning (Gen. 37: 
1). Even more important is the fact that this choice 
of Esau’s indicated his unfitness to carry on the Mes- 
sianic promises, and thus confirmed on the human side 
God’s sovereign choice of Jacob. 

Verse 34.—He did eat and drink, and rose up, and 
went his way. Simple, yet solemn is the narrative of 
this fateful bargain. “He went his way,” happy in 
his satisfied appetite, as though the decision he had 
made was a mere incident of the passing days. Thus 
Esau despised his birthright. This inspired comment 





Birthrights 
~ By Amos R. Wells 


SAU was the older brother by a paltry minute’s 

space. Esau cared not for his birthright and 
its history of grace. Jacob, favored of Jehovah, 
knew the birthright’s value well; had the wit to 
buy the birthright Esau was a fool to sell. Esau 
was the serf of passion, Eseu was a slave to sense, 
Esau sought the moment’s pleasure in despite of 
consequence. Jacob was a man of prudence, seeing 
clear and seeing far, planning for the distant future, 
waiting for his rising star. Esau, fleshly and im- 
pulsive, never practiced self-control; for a mess of 
fragrant pottage he would sell his very soul. Jacob 
shrewdly knew his brother, won his birthright in a 
day; had he left to God the matter, God had found 
a better way. Ours a birthright high and noble, 
coming greatly from the past, looking grandly to 
the future and a crown of life at last. Shall we sell 
it? All around us lentil soups are steaming hot, 
and a thousand crafty Jacobs with temptations on 
the spot. Shall we sell it? Faint and hungry 
though forevermore we go, let us answer every 
Jacob, *‘ No! and No! and No! and No!”” 











upon the whole transaction reveals the inner mean- 
ing of Esau’s decision, and Esau’s character. 


Lesson Outlines 
SELF-ConTROL IN ALL THINGS 


1. In bodily appetites: Avoid the lust of the flesh, 
whether of food, drink, laziness, or impure affections. 

2. In acquiring worldly wealth: Avoid covetous- 
ness, or the lust of the eye. 

3. In ambition: Avoid self-seeking, pride, or the 
vainglory of life (1 John 2: 15-17). 


Esau AnpD Jacos Divine 


1. In choosing a life work and life habits: A wild 
field life, and a regulated tent life (Gen. 25:27, 28). 


2. In choosing concerning present desires and ap- 
petites: Jacob’s self-control and Esau’s passionate 
desire (25:20, 30). 

3. In choosing life’s supreme good: Jacob’s de- 
siring, Esau’s despising, the Birthright (25: 31-34). 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Esaw’s Character. Esau was a “profane person” 
(Heb. 12:16; Gen. 25:34). This does not mean that 
he used profanity, but that he was “secular,” a man 
who did not set his affections on things that are above, 
but on things of the earth (Col. 3:2). The Bible 
estimate of this life attitude is given in a searching 
and terrible way in Philippians 3:18, 19 (with the 
contrast in vs. 20 and 21). Paul speaks of those who 
are “enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is 
perdition, whose god is the belly.” Who are these 
men? They are the men “who mind earthly things.” 
But the things that are an abomination to God are 
exalted in the sight of men. We glorify our Esaus. 
A strong, brave man of the field, generous, good- 
natured, living for the present, not bothered with any 
of the restraints of piety: do we not often rate such 
men high, not looking into the heart to see that men 
who despise spiritual things and do not live according 
to the cross of Christ, are base men. 


The Threefold Significance of the Narrative. (1) 
God’s personal dealing. God is personally interested 
in Isaac and Rebekah, in Esau and Jacob, and is seek- 
ing to have each one make the most of his or her life. 
Study the story and its choices in its meaning for the 
individuals and families. But it has a deeper signifi- 
cance: (2) Place in God’s plan of redemption. In the 
development of the Messianic line, Esau, the elder is 
to be rejected, Jacob, the man of faith, is to be chosen. 
Here we see him seeking in fleshly ways té gain what 
it is God’s purpose to give. (3) Types and Pictures 
of Spiritual Truth. Esau is an example of the man 
who walks after the flesh, not looking at the unseen 
spiritual realities. Jacob is seen as a type of the 
Christian who is seeking God, but is still ‘walking after 
the flesh in human scheming to secure blessings. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Dow't be an Esau, but claim your Birthright! First, 
accept Christ as your personal Saviour. He died on 
the cross to gain your right to the new birth (Matt. 
16: 26—a birthright question). Then, take up your 
cross daily and follow him, denying self, seeking the 
things that are above, not the present things of earth 
(Col; 3:23 1 Pet. 124): 

Dow’t be a@ Jacob in carnal methods or in brotherly 
unkindness. God did not need Jacob’s scheming to 
secure to him the blessings. Evil, and only evil, re- 
sults from un-Christlike actions, whatever our motive 
in doing them. 

We .should not take advantage of a brother’s dis- 
tress to drive a hard bargain; but how many “heel- 
catchers” are there in these days of fleshly competition 
in business, Again, we should help the Esaus to curb 
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‘ “generally supposed” things that are not so. 
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Lesson for May 8 


their appetites. How many temperate hosts and _host- 
esses will be held accountable for drunkards. to whom 
they gave a glass of liquor? 


Control your choices by three principles that Esau 
neglected. 1. Choose not according to the present, 
temporary call of desire, but according to the future, 
eternal results. 2. Choose not according to the things 
that are seen, but according to the unseén, spiritual 
realities (2 Cor. 4:18). 3. Choose not according to 
the lesser gains of life, but according to the supreme 
thing that life offers, Birthright Blessings. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


More than thirty-six centuries have passed since 
Isaac and Rebekah, but they have not changed the ill 
effects of fathers and mothers making favorites of 
their children. 2 

Money has been called an acid test of character; so 
is f 

Since liquor and intemperance cannot be separated 
(human nature being what it is), we seek to separate 
liquor from man by prohibition. 

It is not prohibition that is responsible for mixing 
morals and legislation; the liquor traffic in highly 
organized modern civilization compels us to legislate 
in some way concerning it. 

One meal, and Esau lost his birthright; how many 
thousands of young men, and young women, have lost 
their spiritual birthright through one drink! 

Do we, Isaac-like, love people who feed us with 
venison, or with flattery, or with other earthy things 
we like? ° 

Christ secured our-Birthright at a great price: let 
us lay hold of it, and never barter it for a mess of 
pottage, nor for the whole world (Matt. 16:26). 


The only life of real self-control is the Christ-con- 
trolled life. 


Corum, S. C. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 
eset 


artiality.—Isaac loved Esau... but Rebekah loved 
Jacob (v. 28). And there you are, all set for family 
“fun” and “fireworks,” and of course we have a little 
record of one of the “set pieces,” so to speak. But 
others will write of the dangers of family favorites, I 
expect. Esau, while a man of woods and fields, gun 
and rod, was also an easy-going lad like his father. 
That was why his birthright did not weigh heavy 
with him. Esau, like Isaac, would have done no pro- 
testing or fighting for wells —didn’t even hold spite 
against Jacob for long. Now while Esau was a chip 
off the paternal block, Jacob was two chips, and then 
some, off the maternal block. If Rebekah could put 
one over on blind Isaac, Jacob could put it over on 
smart, wide-awake, open-eyed Uncle Laban for a whole 
drove of his best cattle. (Hold up, Mrs. Binghamton, 
don’t write, I am talking to the boys in their own 
tongue.) You hear and read much about folks being 
attracted by and loving opposites. “Complements to 
each other.” Tall attracts short. Fast to slow. High 
temper to. henpeck. Spender to saver. Talker to 
reserve. Noisy to quiet. Well, it is one of the many 
These 
are exceptions that attract attention. Like is drawn 
to like. Musicians usually marry musicians, and so on. 
Our Bible runs true to ‘fact as here. Speaking of 
partiality in the family, there are differences in chil- 
dren. Some are loving and obedient, while others are 
— well, you know! Does God show partiality to those 
who love and obey him as against those who break 
all his commandments and only name him for pro- 
fanity purposes? Bolshevist Russia example given. 
There is always a light in the window for the prodigal, 
but the same Book tells us where those arrive who 
forget God (Psa. 9:17). There was also a man 
named Lazarus and a certain rich man. God seems 
to have beén partial to the beggar Lazarus (Luke 16: 
20-25). But the great fact remains Dives can. always 
come home to the Father, in this life, and there will 
be the calf and the ring. and the robe. 


Saving the Birthright.—Jacob said, Sell me... thy 
birthright. And Esau said, ... What profit shall this 
birthright do to me? (vs. 31, 32.) As I have told 
many times, I have a younger brother with me in 
business who made a-very true saying one day. I was 
considering a course of action. Said he, “Bill, there 
is only one thing better than having a good thing.” 
“And what’s that?’ “Knowing when ya have it,’ he 
replied significantly. Esau, in the custom of patri- 
archal times, had a mighty good thing, something like 
the first-born in English nobility, but he did not know 
he had it. There are many folks who have a noble 
birthright in a line of splendid Christian forbears, but 
they have despised this to such an extent that the 
community says, “This later generation of the Joneses 
is a worthless lot and not worth kicking out of the 
road.” I tried to rescue one such lately. “Come, 
get out of the drinking, gambling, sporting bunch, 
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they are not your kind.” “Certain lewd fellows of 
the baser sort” as Luke calls the roughnecks (Acts 
17:5). Said the Big Business Man, who played golf 
all day Sunday, served fish-house punch to the young 
folks at his parties, and sterner stuff to the older 
men and women, and took a hand at the card tables, 
“I danced all over the graves of my godly father and 
mother with my Sabbath breaking. I served liquor 
at my parties that might start young folks toward the 
gutter and asylum. Yet all the advances and pro- 
motions I have had in life to put me in the high posi- 
tion I hold today, in every case, came at the hands 
of a Christian man who was in the same class as my 
Christian father.” He had been failing to value the 
family birthright. But Billy Sunday came to his city 
and curiosity had gotten“him into a meetjng. Billy’s 
style of aggressive evangelism first made him mad, 
and then woke him up, and he “struck the sawdust 
trail.” He made the above confession to a friend of 
mine who was looking after the campaign.’ Today 
that man is a power for God in the church he joined 
and in his city. He didn’t let his, birthright get away 
from him. The “Billy Sundays” of wooden barn evan- 
gelism have done many another birthright saving. 


Modern Sporting Youth.—Thus Esau despised his 
birthright (v. 34). Since our Bible was translated 
that word “despised,” like “charity” and many another 
word, has entirely changed its meaning. Today “de- 
spise” carries with it an element of contempt. Esau 
simply undervalued his birthright. He failed to appre- 
ciate what its possession meant. God had great things 
in store for this young man, as he has for all fine 
young men, and also for some not so fine. Oh, the 
old world is full of Esaus, not half bad young chaps, 
but —lackers of more than the one thing (Mark Io: 
21; Jas. 2:10). In the Society of Friends (Quakers) 
you become a member by virtue of the fact that your 
father and mother are members. You are known as 
“a birthright member” in contradistinction to a mem- 
ber by convincement. The other day a company of us 
who had come from Quaker forbears, but who had 
married into one and another different denominations, 
were congratulating ourselves upon our inheritance of 
such splendid physique and abounding health. These 
inestimable gifts came from the plain living of our 
devout Quaker ancestry. My grandfather and grand- 
mother were ministers of the Society. All of us looked 
years younger than we really were. None of us knew 
we had stomachs, hearts, or kidneys. Now wouldn’t 
we all have been unmitigated fools to ‘waste such a 
magnificent birthright in strong drink and what goes 
with strong drink! There is a great army of fine, 
strong, godly men who by economy and self-denial 
have fought their way to great success in various lines 
of usefulness, but whose children have “despised” (in 
the modern sense) “the old man’s religion,” and have 
turned out to be contemptible wastrels and worse. 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





Materiats: A package of tea, one of coffee, 
a box of candy, a plate with meat, potatos, etc., 
on it. 











CAN hear you say, “Oh, dear, here is another of 

those temperance lessons. Why do they give them 
to us? We are not drinking booze or smoking ciga- 
rettes. We are temperate!” 

Perhaps you are, and then, again, perhaps you’re not. 

I know a Christian woman who drinks four cups 
of coffee for breakfast, and then prays that the Lord 
will keep her from being sharp-tongued and irritable. 
But when I suggested that she give up coffee, or part 
of her coffee, what a storm I raised 

I know another Christian woman who drinks tea 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


2. April 10.—How Sin Begins .......... Genesis 2:8 to 3: 24 
3. April 17—The Call of Abram, ..+-..-.+0+- Genesis 12: 1-9 
4. April 24.—Abram’s Generosity to Lot ........ Genesis 13 
5. May 1.—Isaac and His Wells ............ Genesis 26 : 12-25 
6. May 8.—Esau Sells His Birthright (Temperance 

ERODED” oa cio ccntetnccccess sos saheesthcada Genesis 25 : 27-34 
7. May 15.—Jacob at Bethel ............000. Genesis 27 and 28 
8. May 22.—Jacob and Esau Reconciled ....Genesis 32 and 33 
9. May 29.—Joseph the Dreamer ..........0++- Genesis 37 : 1-11 
10. June 5.—Joseph the Worker ............ Genesis 39 to 41 
11. June 12.—Judah the True Brother. Genesis 44: 18 to 45 : 15 
12. June 19.—Jacob the Aged Father 


Genesis 46:1-7, 28-30; 47:7 
13. June 26.—Review: What We Have Learned from Genesis 


= 


Third Quarter 
- July 3.—Childhood and Education of Moses. 
Exodus 2: 1-10; Acts 7 : 20-22 
2. July 10.—The Call of Moses ........Exodus 2:11 to 4:20 
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three .times a day, three hundred and sixty-five days 
in the year, and welcomes every chance for an extra 
cup. She is a nervous wreck, but insists that tea 
does not hurt her. 

I know a consecrated young woman who has ruined 
her digestion, is fifty pounds overweight, and her face 
is a mass of unsightly pimples, but nothing would 
induce her to leave candy alone. 

I knew an evangelist and able Bible teacher who 
was the worst glutton that I ever saw. I ate at the 
same hotel table for two weeks, and I never saw 
any human being swallow such quantities of food, be- 
fore or since. He boasted that he had high blood 
pressure, and his physician wanted him to diet, but 
he refused. Six weeks later he died, a man just past 
forty, of apoplexy. 

But you say there is nothing wrong about drinking 
tea or coffee, or eating candy, or meat and potatoes. 

Certainly not, temperately. But remember, Esau is 
not the only man who sold his birthright for something 
to gratify his appetite. : 

Mopesto, CAL. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff, — Mr, McQuilkin, Mrs. 
Askew, Mr. Smith, and an Associate Editor of the Times, 
Mr. Lane. Have you tried assigning some of the ques- 
tions to different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers as given 
in the following issue? 


HAT were the privileges of the birthright among 
the Hebrews? . 
2. What light from other Old Testament Scriptures 
is thrown on Esau, outside the Book of Genesis? 


3. What New Testament references shed light on this 
man Esau? 


4. Did the birthright mean that Christ would come 
through the one who possessed it? Which one of Jacob’s 
sons received the birthright? 

5. Could Esau really sell his birthright ? 
ence did the transaction make? 

6. What two bad qualities of Jacob did the buying of 
the birthright reveal, and what two good qualities? 

- 7. Does God’s “acceptance” of Jacob mean his endorse- 
iment of Jacob’s crooked ways of securing his ends? 

8. What words of Jacob indicate his own recognition 
of God’s deepest purpose in his life? 

9. Does a mam need to be a drunkard to be an Esau? 
What was Esau’s greatest sin? 

10. What is the first recorded instance of the yielding 
to appetite resulting in great spiritual calamity ? 

_ 11. Show the clear teaching of Scripture as to the en- 
joyment of the indulgence of physical appetite. 

12. Show also by Scripture, the necessity of restraining 
the appetite. 

13. Show by a clear statement of Scripture the antag- 
onism between the flesh and the Spirit. 

_ 14. Is prohibition really “temperance” in the use of 
liquor? What answer can be given to those who say 
that moderate drinking is the real temperance? 


What differ- 





Answers to Last Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


6 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL ‘readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list 7 lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be en to illustrations that portion 
of the lesson text iSitested in the lesson list after the 


Illustrations om other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 


The Letter on Your Door.—Striveth for the mas- 
tery (Golden Text). A student of Amherst College, 
soon after entering, put over_the door of his dormi- 
tory room the letter V. Because of it he endured all 
sorts of ridicule and withstood questioning. But he 
paid no attention to either, nor would he disclose the 
secret of the letter. When his four years were over, 
and graduation day came, that student was appointed 
to deliver the valedictory. Then the mystery of that 
letter V was revealed. It stood for valedictory. That 
letter on the door held before him during his four 
years the ideal that he had set for himself. Not every 
boy puts a letter over the door of his college room 
or over the door of his house. But nevertheless, 
somewhere, if only in his mind, there is a letter that 
he pastes there and that holds before him an ideal. 
Some put up the letter M that stands for money. 
Others put up F, for fame. Others put up S, which 
may stand either for self or for service. It is a good 
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idea once in a while to step outside your 
door and look at the letter you nave put 
there. It may be that when you realize 
wnat it is you will wan. to change it.— 
From Moody Monthly. Sent by Howard 
M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. Prize dlus- 
tration, 


Barnum’s Retort.—Every man that 
striveth for the mastery is temperate m 
all things (Golden Text). B. T. Bar- 
num was a temperance advocate. Once 
when he was giving an address a man in 
the gallery howled: “How does alcohol 
affect us, externally or internally ?’ 
“Eternally,” flashed back Barnum.—/‘rom 
Record of Christian Work, Sent by Gurn 
Manickam, Perambalur, Trichinopoly 
Dist., S. India. 


Not Often Fatal.—Bchold, I am at the 
point to die (v. 32). C. H. Spurgeon 
once said, “A very small graveyard would 
be quite large enough to bury all those 
good people who die through giving up 
their drop of beer.”—Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


Selling Out Cheap.—And he sold his 
birthright wnto Jacob (v. 33). A gen- 
tleman at the head of a metropolitan 
wholesale establishment was taking a 
train in the New York subway not long 
since. Just ahead of him he noticed a 
man, a merchant in a small city up the 
state, who was one of the regular cus- 
tomers of his house. He was about to 
call to the man, when he saw the latter 
push himself into the midst of the crowd 
and deliberately slip past the gateman 
without paying. When the wholesale mer- 
chant reached his place of business, he 
immediately called the credit man of the 
house into his private office. “Mr. Dean,” 
he said, “how much does Blank and 
Blank owe the house?” “I do not know 
just the amount,” was the answer, “but 
it is quite a bill.” “Collect it, and do 
not extend more credit,” said the mer- 
chant. “But I’ve always thought them 


gilt-edged,” suggested the credit man., 


“So have I,” replied the employer. “But 

'T’'ve changed my mind.” He then re- 
counted the incident of the subway and 
added: “A man who is building that kind 
of character is not building to last.” 
And the merchant was right. One year 
later the firm of Blank and Blank went 
down with a crash, carrying a score of 
trusting creditors with them to ruin.— 
From “t1oor Illustrations,” by Aquilla 
Webb. Sent by R. S. Woodson, Stark- 
ville, Miss. 


Not a Good Sense of Values.—And 
he sold his birthright (v. 33). Some one 
has illustrated the value of a soul with 
a modern parable in this striking man- 
ner: A householder tcok a trip into a 
far country and left with his servant a 
child and the child’s clothes. After a 
while he returned and the servant said 
to him: “Sir, here are all the child’s 
clothes. They are in excellent condition 
—clean and mended and pressed. But 
as for the child, I know not where it is.” 
So in the last day some one will say: 
“Lord, here is my body — I have neglected 
nothing that belongs to it. It is strong 
and well and beautiful. But as for my 
soul, I have lost it.” What doth it profit 
us, this body healthy and strong, if we 
lose our soul? 


_ @ mere mess of pottage—From The 
Christian Herald. Sent by Emily Mc- 
Farland, Newark, Ohio; and W. R. Clark, 
Leeds, Eng. 


“Excuse Me.”—Thus Esau despised 
his birthright (v. 34). God. invites you 
to the greatest happiness that can come 
to man in this world, and you say, “Ex- 
cuse me.” He invites you to a life of 


the noblest service a man can live, and- 


you say, “Excuse me.” He invites you 
to a happy reunion with the loved ones 
whose faces faded away in the chill 
gloom of the grave, and you say, “Ex- 
cuse me,” and yet he has borne with you 
in patience and in love. Sometime God 
will take you at your word and say, “You 
are excused,” and shut you, as he did 
these men, forever from his mercy and 
his pardon—From W. E. Biederweolf. 
> by W. S. White, Big Prairie, 
io. 


Our souls are priceless, |. 
yet we are sellifig out, many of us, for. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
wilt thou give us a due appreciation of spir- 
itual things? We thank thee that thy Word 
sets before us so many instances of choices 
from which we can learn serious lessons. 
May we not be so taken with things of this 
earth that we shall neglect the higher things 
of the heavenlies. -We pray for protection 
from the wrongful use of right desires, and 
from slavery to wrong desires. Help us to 
put first things first, and to be honest with 
ourselves in whatever we do to attain ends 
in themselves worthy, but not rightly to be 
gained by any unholy way. We ask this in 
the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—You may think that 
the days of Jacob and Esau are long past, 
but if you will look around you, you will 
find some who are even today throwing 
away their birthright in Christ for the 
satisfying of appetite at' the cost of all 
that is holiest and fine in life. Our blessed 
Redeemer offers what no one else could 
possibly offer through his sacrifice on 
Calvary for us. His invitation is open 
to all who will accept him, and that is 
their birthright, for he does not desire 
that any should perish, but have everlast- 
ing life. Why’ should we throw away 
that unspeakable gift for the sake of the 
satisfying of some appetite of the mo- 
ment? Men are walking the streets to- 
day in our-big cities who have thrown 
away their birthright; and how hard it 
is for them to come back into the light, 
so that they may take what Christ offers. 
O that we might the more clearly under- 
stand what is worth while! Let us pray. 


FOLLOWING Wine DESIRES’? 














Lesson Hymns 
“Victory Through Grace.” 
“Just for Today.” 

“Yield Not to Temptation.” 
“Follow On.” 
“I Am Thine, O Lord.” 


Our heavenly Father sees all the future 
when he makes his promises, and he 
keeps them—From the Keswick Calen- 
dar. 





-God’s solemn questions. 


_.For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham 


|g Bien you ever played the game of 
keeping store? John and Mary come 
to buy, and you sell, and how you all 
like to make a good bargain, don’t you? 
It’s great fun! When you are older you 
will have to learn what is called “profit 
and loss” in arithmetic, and learn to keep 
accounts. I wonder if any of you have 
ever traded and kept a little book in which 
you wrote down all your gains and all 
yeu have spent. Now when you are trad- 
ing it is most important to know how 
much the thing you are trading is worth. 
It would never do to sell a picture for 
$1 when it was worth $500, would it? 
No! Well the young man Esau, in our 
lesson, did that very thing. He sold a 
priceless thing for a bowl of broth! Let 
us turn to our Bibles and read it. 

How foolishly he acted! How he ex- 
aggerated; because he was hungry he 
said, “Behold, I am about to die.” Warn 
the children solemnly of this fatal habit 
of speaking extravagantly. Tell them 
that exaggerating is lying; and it helps 
to conquer this fault if we call it by its 
right name. Notice how thoughtlessly 
and how impulsively he acted. Yes, it 
was very mean of Jacob to make gain 
out of his brother’s hunger; but, oh, chil- 
dren, Esau should have remembered what 
a priceless thing his birthright was. (Ex- 
plain the word birthright to the chil- 
dren. ) ; 

Do you know that you own something 
even more priceless than a birthright? 
and it is your very own. No one can 
take it from you, but you can trade it 
away for nothing as Esau did. You know 
so few things are really our own, but 
this is—it is our soul. You remember 
the Lord Jesus once asked—and of 
course he could never exaggerate, for he 
is Truth-—‘“What is a man profited, if 
he shall gain the whole world, and lose 
his own soul?” What is your soul that 
you can lose? It is the real “you” — the 
little self inside. 

A boy was asked by his teacher where 
he lived, and he said, “I live inside my- 
self.” Oh, if only Esau had remembered 
how priceless a thing his birthright was! 
Nothing in all the world is so valuable 
as your soul. “What-shall a man give 
in exchange for his soul” is another of 
God says it is 
of no profit if we gain the world. Just 
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think of that! Like Esau the gain is 
soon all gone, but the birthright was an 
eternal thing, like your soul. Like Esau’s 
birthright your soul is absolutely your 
own. It is not your body —that is the 
little house in which you live,. but your 
soul is the little self inside your body. 
The outer house, the body, will grow old 
and wear out, but the little “I” must go 
away, and the body will rest until the 
resurrection when the Lord Jesus comes. 
Then he will make it more beautiful than 
it ever was, if you belong to him. 

You know souls need care as well as 
Esau should have prized and 
taken cafe of his birthright! In the same 
way you must take care of and prize 
your soul. God has given you servants 
to help you do this. You must not let 
them master you as Esau did. Mr. Nose 
and Mr. Mouth called so loudly Esau 
could not*hear Mr. Prudent or Mr. Self- 
control warning him, and Mr. Think-of- 
the-future he killed on the spot. Mr. 
Desire, Mr. Longing, and Miss Pleasure, 
for the time, ruled him instead of. his 
ruling them. Oh, why did he not listen 
to good: Mr. Commonsense.and Mr, Mem- 
ory! No, in spite of all the warnings 
Esau lost his birthright forever. _No 
tears or bitter longings could ever bring 
it back again! Urge the children to prize 
their soul so much that they will be able 
to give it back to him who gave it to 
them, and then they will be able to say 
like Paul, “I know whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded that he is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto him 
against that day.” ; 


Expression Work 


Get the children to tell you the servants 
which they have (Mr. Memory, Mr. 
Commonsense, .etc.), noticing which ones 
help them and which are a hindrance in 
their lives. 

Norwica, Ene, 


Your Class. of .Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Some Great Questions Answered 
in Genesis: 
No, 6. What is worth while? : 
1. Satisfaction for body or soul? 
2. Satisfaction for the present or future? 
3- Satisfaction for self or others? 


“WW ANTED: a substitute for right- 
eousness” is the title of a lengthy 
discussion printed several years ago in 
one of our leading magazines. In. this 
article the -author claims that today’s 
young people need a new standard for 
gauging their lives, that the old one of 
righteousness —a sort of hang-over from 
Judaism through Christianity! — being 
utterly outworn and so without weight to 
the modern youth. The substitute stand- 
ards therein proposed are too valueless 
to be worth mentioning here, but. doubt- 
less such theories as those have reached 
the attention of your girls who are ask- 
ing—as youth ever does from age to 
age— “What is really worth while? 
What matters, after all? What ought 
to govern my decisions about my. own 
conduct ?” 

This is another old question upon which 
this old book, Genesis, throws light. It 
is found this week in the story of Esau 
and Jacob, for the whole difference in 
those two liyes and the use God made 
of them (and is still making) hung on 
the two wholly different answers those 
two brothers gave themselves to this same 
question. : 

You will make certain that their story 
—the early chapter in-it only, this week 
—is clearly in the minds of your girls, 
as it is briefly but powerfully sketched 
in Genesis 25. As. there, and elsewhere 
portrayed, Esa. is much the more lovable 
of these two, the kind of man who quickly 
attracts; to himself the easy admiration 
of those about ~him—your girls will 
“like” him much better than they do 
Jacob. Yet the whole story of the two 
lives will reveal the true answer to our 
question, “What is really worth while?” 


1. Satisfaction for his body seemed 
more valuable to Esau -than satisfaction 
































Lesson for Mav’ 8 


for his soul. .His stomach governed his 
decision rather than his conscience.~ He 
. gave up a precious spiritual heritage (re- 
sponsibility as the spiritual head of his 
family, entrusted with the will of God 
for his people) for a comfortable body. 
That decision is made over and over-again 
every day and every night, and in the end 
bitterness is the result to those who, like 
Esau, “despise” ‘the spiritual values of 
life for the material pleasures. 

2. Again, Esau’s thinking stopped short 
With the day’s satisfaction, that hour’s 
demand, and that is especially the natural 
weakness ‘of youth. ~The present, like a 
little dime held so close to the eye it 
blots out the.sun, hides all the days and 
years to come, whereas the decision that 
takes account of the present only persists 
in its effect down through the years, and 
even on into the eternity after death. 

3. But the largest issue is raised over 
any decision when we consider whether 


Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smiith 
Author of “ The Little Jette Telling Bible Storjes " ; 












ESAV SELLS HS [21RTHRIGHT 


2 


GEN. 25:23 @) 


ae 
ia 
—_— —- 


v 296). 


wri 














THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


our satisfaction is fair and loving toward 
others as well as self. Your girls will 
recognize this as a Christian standard, 
pure and simple, one the world does not 
hold, whereas the first two are applied by 
long-headed “worldlings,” even to their 
life decisions... The whole Bible is per- 
meated with this sense of responsibility 
for the happiness and welfare of others 
rather than the satisfaction of self, and 
upon this ‘principle hangs all Christian 
temperance teaching. But this same prin- 
ciple should guide in many other concerns 
besides that of physical self-indulgence. 
Can you help your girls to see this, and 
apply these three tests to everything they 
must decide, remembering that sometimes 
both the body and the soul, both the pres- 
ent and the future, both self and others 
may find right satisfactions in’ our de- 
cisions as to what is truly worth while? 


Home Study 
Leaving the question of how Jacob 
sought his right desires for another les- 
son discussion, read this week another 
chapter in his story, Genesis 27, while 


_you test your own decisions by this three- 


fold standard. Could you write some you 

have made or must make in your own 

private “Great Questions” book? 
Decatur, GA. 


Can Your Class 
Find the Answers? 


HE answers: to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue: of 
CurisT1AN YoutH coritaining this les- 
son. The answers are not. numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YoutH, which is 
the weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of. home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy, of 
CuRISsTIAN YoutH in the hands of.every. 
member ‘of ‘the class, - while the teacher 
that paper and Ture SuNpAyY 
ScHoo, Tres. 

If your class -is mot -yet taking the 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


_1. What differences can you see in the 
dispositions of Jacob and Esau? 
2. How did their occupations differ? 


3. What partiality in the home may 
have made it more difficult for both of 
these boys? 


4. What difference can you see in their 
regard for the birthright? 


5. What was the birthright? 


6. How did Jacob take advantage of 
his brother in order to get the birthright? 


7. If it was right for Jacob to want 
it, and evidently in. God’s plan for him 
to have it, where did the wrong come in? 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Stomach vs. Intelligence; 
Appetite vs: Judgment. 

Discussion: Relative values of matter 
and spirit, with special reference to power 
and endurance. 

Objective: Living by the guidance and 
power of the Holy Spirit. 





Appetite is not even.a, safe,.guide for 
matters of the flesh, and it knews noth- 
ing of the vastly more important part 
of a fellow, which is his spirit. 

Esau turned over to his .appetite the 
deciding of the biggest question that ever 
came into his life: the disposition of his 
birthright. Esau’s birthright. was of far 
more. value than a million dollars; in- 
deed, «its. value could not be expressed in 
terms of money — although it did include 
the inheritance of a certain larger pro- 
portion of his father’s« property. 

Esau lived to rue the decision he had 
allowed his appetite to make. When he 
began to realize the folly of it,.he ‘‘wept” 
(Gen. 27:38). *It took a good deal to 
make that big boy.cry. Hé cried so hard 
that it is mentioned: again, away over 
in the New Testament. “. . . as Esau, 
who for one morsel of, meat sold: his 
birthright. For ye know how that after- 
ward, when he would have inherited the 
blessing, he was rejected: for he found 
no place of repentance, though he sought 
it carefully with tears” (Heb. 12: 17). 

Yes, sir, there was weeping and wailing 
and gnashing of teeth,—the same teeth 
that chewed the pudding. 

You read the story, fellows. I just 
want to help you see how it bears very 
definitely .upon_ your life interests, and 
mine, today. Every one of us has an 
Esay. within us, particularly an Esau’s 
stomach —that unreasoning thing in a 
fellow that says, I like what I like—TI 
want what I want —and I want it now. 
It is that thing in a fellow that says, 
like Esau, “What profit shall this birth- 
right do to me?” (Gen. 25:32.) It is 
that in a fellow which looks askance at 
spiritual values, and says, “Spirit? What 
is spirit? I can’t see a spirit, nor touch, 
nor handle it, nor taste it. . What is 
spirit?” ‘ 

Yet, you know, fellows, any grammar 
school youngster, with enough intelli- 
gence to beat a drum or wave a flag, 
recognizes that the spirit of George 
Washington lives more powerfully today 
in ‘a great’ nation than -it did in the days 
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Teaching the Bible 
at the Cross Roads 
of America 


Almost a quarter of a century ago Rev. John 
H. Hunter brought ‘to the Indianapolis Chris- 
tian Endeavor Union a burning message on 
‘*Personal Work.’? Those who heard this 
message clamored for more. Officers of the 
Union set about organizing a class for further 
study. As teacher they chose a young physi- 
cian, a former student of Moody Bible Institute 
of Chicago, Dr. A. I. Berninger, and began to 
hold weekly meetings at the Y.M.C.A. 

Under the inspiration of this able teaching 
and surely led by the Spirit, they began to see 
more light. They began.to seek to be ‘‘doers’’ 
of the word as well as ‘““hearers.”’ This new 
zeal resulted in ‘‘ The Fishermen’s Club”? for 
those who had studied. personal work, now 
sought to be ‘fishers of men.” Their experi- 
ences as doers made them feel the need of a 
thorough knowledge of the Bible as it was 
indeed the ‘‘ Sword of the Spurit,’’ and so in 
IgIt, they organized the ‘‘ Fishermen’s Bible 
Institute.”’ 

_The first class was graduated in 1913, with 
six graduates, and before long the name was 
changed to Indianapolis Bible Institute. The 
faculty was enlarged and the curriculum made 
more comprehensive. The school has contin- 
ued to grow, teaching and inspiring Christian 
workers and sending them out into many of 
the local churches, into the pulpits of the 
nation, and even into the foreign field. 

But there was a need for more ad te 
quarters. Buffeted from place to place, the faith 
and zeal of Dr. Berninge al 


y r 

truly power of the “ Livi rd” ha 
kept the Indiana: Bible Institute intact, oak 
now is a ding fund of several hun- 


dollars in trust, slowly grow- 
ing against that time when a building shall be 





erected to the honor of this leader, to educa- 
tion of Christian people, to the Salvation of Seule 
and to the glory of God. 


A “Brick” campaign has been started. 
A “brick” costs a dollar and the donor 
receives a little certificate as receipt. The 
school is outstandingly fundamental and 
evangelistic. Will you help in our great 
need? How many “bricks” will you sub- 
scribe for this worthy cause ? 

INDIANAPOLIS BIBLE INSTITUTE 
322 State Life Bidg., - Indianapolis, Ind. 











AY, fellows, if .the question was up 

regarding the disposition of a million 
dollar piece of property, would you let 
your stomach decide it, or would you use 
your intelligence? I am sure I know 
your answer. Would you let your appe- 
tite decide —or your judgment? Again 
I know your answer. Appetite: knows 
nothing but the present; appetite can- 
not see beyond its nose. Intelligent judg- 
ment looks ahead and says, Let’s see how 
this thing would affect the future. 








Safety plus 


“In these days of uneasiness about 
investments, it ie so comfortable to 
know that my annuity agreement 
with the American Bible Society is 
absolutely. safe and- that I can de- 
| 5 ete the payments from it. And 

know that al} the time my money 
ie doing good.”"—A. D. . . « Illinais 


You, too, should know about these Annuity Agreements. 
The coupon below, filled out and mailed to us, 
will bring you full information: 


SAFETY 
means everything 
-*:t0 THEM 


Safety first Safety is one of the many sat- 


isfactory features possessed 
by the annuity agreements issued by the American 
Bible Society. Instituted in 1816 this organization has 
for over eighty years been issuing annuity agreements 
and has never missed a single payment. Many testimonials 
similar to those below have been received expressing great 
satisfaction in the freedom from anxiety made possible by 
the ‘safe character of the Society’s annuities. 


The safety feature of an American 
Bible Society annuity agreement is 
further enhanced by the assurance that on through the years 
it will continue to de good. Great satisfaction comes to the 
Christian in. knowing that because of his annuity the com- 
fort, the counsel and the challenge of the Scriptures will 
be distributed across the earth through 


the service of the 


“A short time ago I to 
think about an income for the 
future. Experience taught me that 
some investments were not satis- 
factory and secure. I had very little 
to expend but thet little meant 
much to me. Safety therefore was 
the first requisite.” 

M. P.... New York 















num OF 
> 
< 4 AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 
niaes Astor Place, New York 

as mien as Please send me your booklet SS-48 giving full information 
on the annuity plan of the American Bible Society. It is 

9 Z% o understood that this request places me under no obligation. 

K> a: rp. ry ton. 

acco™™ a eee 
Street. 
City State 








Be sure to fill in clearly your name and complete eddress. 
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Does the expense question : 
stand in the way of that tour? 






Perhaps! But you 


want to''go? 


You would like to go to Palestine, this 
year, or on the Times Berniuda cruise ? 


Then just tell us which cruise you 


would /ike to take, 


and we'll suggest 


a way by which others have taken 
similiar trips, without money cost to 
themselves. 


THE 
325 NORTH THIRTEENTH 


of his flesh a hundred and forty years 
ago. The physical appetite, with the 
body of Washington, has long ago been 
reduced to ashes, but his spirit lives and 
thrives in greater and greater vigor as 
the centuries roll on. That is the spirit 
of a mere man. What shall we say of 
the Spirit of God who made the spirit 
of man? And how shall we look upon 
all the. wonderful spiritual things he has 
made for man’s guidance and man’s ad- 
vancement and man’s enjoyment? If we 
let our sober judgment decide, we will 
give the Spirit full control. But the Esau 
in us would turn the reins over to ap- 
petite. 7 

There is a spirit of law observance 
which makes a nation strong—a_ place 
of equal rights and a safe and happy 
place to live. But the Esau m a fellow 
says, “I'll take this little drink; it won't 
hurt anybody ; true, it was illegally made, 
but I didn’t make it.” And Esau, being 
only an appetite, does not stop to think 
that the bootlegger could not live if Esau 
didn’t drink the product. So the nation 
becemes an Esau nation, selling its birth- 
right of sobriety and contentment for 
red pottage to appease an appetite which 
can never be satisfied. The Esau nation 
takes no thought of the future in which 
it will find no place of repentance, though 
it seek it carefully with tears (Heb. 12: 
17). 

There is the Holy Spirit saying to us 
through the Word of God, “We are 
debtors, not to the flesh, to live after 
the flesh. For if ye live after the flesh, 
ye shall die: but if ye through the 
Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, 
ye shall live. For as many as are led 
by the Spirit of God, they are the sons 
of God” (Rom. 8:12-14). Esau says, 
“Away with this ‘spirit’ — let me eat, 
drink, and be merry.” The Spirit says, 
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and 
his righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you” (Matt. 6: 33). 
Esau says, “A bird in the hand is worth 
two in the bush.” The Spirit says, 
“Whosoever will save his life shall lose 
it: but whosoever will lose his life for 
my sake, ‘the: same shall save -it” (Luke 
0:24). Esau says, “I want life, and the 
flesh is life.’ The Spirit says, “Blessed 
is the man that endureth temptation: for 
when he is tried, he shall receive the 
crown of life, which the Lord hath prom- 
ised to them that love him” (Jas. 1: 12). 

Fellows, you have a birthright — each 
one of you; only the Holy Spirit can 
show you how to claim it and hold it. 
It is a spiritual thing and-can only be 
spiritually discerned (1 Cor. 2: 9-14), but 
it has great material value also. Ap- 
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petite can make you lose it; but a 
Spirit-guided intelligence will enable you 


to appropriate and rejoice in it. Don’t 
let appetite cheat you. 
GREENSBORO, N, C. 
we 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of May 1) 


1. The name “Isaac” was given by God 
before the birth of the child (Gen. 17: 19). 
John the Baptist and the Lord Jesus were 
named before their birth, The names of 
Josiah (1 Kings 13:2) and of Cyrus (Isa. 
44:29) were mentioned in remarkable 
prophecies many years before their birth. 


2. It is possible that Abraham laughed 
in wonder and joy at such a thought as 
the child being miraculously born. Because 
of this, the name was to be called Isaac, 
from the Hebrew word meaning to laugh. 
When Sarah laughed, it was evidently in 
unbelief, as she tried to deny that she had 
laughed (Gen, 18:13-15). In any case, 
there is a holy laugh of joy because nothing 
is too hard for the Lord (Gen. 18: 14), and 
there is the laugh of incredulity. 


3. Read Genesis 20 for the whole story 
of Abraham’s’ false dealing with Abimelech 
and see how -the sins of the fathers are 
visited upon the children in Isaac’s difficul- 
ties with this same king. ' Note, too, this 


same sin of lying in the life of Isaac’s son 
Jacob. 


4. Genesis 21: 22-34 records that Abra- 
ham dug a well at Beer-sheba while Genesis 
26: 26-33 records that Isaac dug a well at 
the same place, both calling the place by the 
same name. Say travelers to that spot now, 
there are a number (usually given as seven) 
of weils at Beer-sheba, but two of these 
might be called twin wells, so near and so 
similar in shape and in the evident antiqui 
of their curbstones, deeply fluted, or srocted, 
by the action of ropes for many ages. These 
two most ancient of the Beer-sheba wells may 
well have been dug by this father and son; 
the others, doubtless, by other nomad shep- 
herds: since. 


5. Isaac carried out thé principles enun- 
ciated by our Lord in the Sermon on the 
Mount, and «the spirit of peacemaking and 
nonresistance should be in every Christian. 
Evidently this is not intended to deny the 
other principle of human government and 
the punishment of wrongdoers. Later God 
gave definite.command to exterminate the 
Philistines as well as other inhabitants of 
Canaan, when the proper time for the Judg- 
ment came. 


6. Isaac. stayed in Palestine during the 
famine, instead of going to Egypt as_his 
father did. He took up agriculture, which 
Abraham apparently never did. He not only 
digged again the wells of Abraham, but 
digged new wells. He received the prom- 
ises not as Abraham did, but for the sake 
of Abraham. He not only renamed the 
wells that his father had named, but showed 
real originality and perhaps humor in giving 


} 


¢ 


' the names to the wells. for which the Philis- 
| tines strove. 


| 


7. Among this people his son, Esau took 
two wives, who “were a grief of mind to 
Isaac and Rebekah.” See Genesis 26: 34, 
35. 

8. His single-hearted devotion to the one 
wife, Rebekah, is notable among his polyg- 


| amous companions, 


| 





9. Both were buried by their two sons, 
who had been estranged from each other 
for long years; both were buried in the same 
spot, the cave of Machpelah. See Genesis 
25:7-11, in comparison with Genesis 35: 
27-29. 

10. If the acquiring of it has come with 
the yielding of our will to God’s will. 


11. If we have sought gain through self- 
ishness and self-will in spite of the known 
will of God. 

12, Not a square inch. In God’s provi- 
dence we are permitted to “possess the land,” 
but as stewards. 

13. We have no “rights” save by the grace 
of God, and they do not extend beyond 
sharing with our neighbor. 

14. “Prove all things; hold fast that 
which is good. Abstain from all appear- 
ance of evil. And the very God of peace 
sanctify you wholly” (1 Thess. 5: 21-23). 





[ Children at Home 





Sallam’s Victory 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


ss’ ALLAM, thou must learn to be 

brave, my son. Thy spirit is as 
feeble as a creeping snail, and when thou 
dost go to school the other boys will 
certainly mock at thee.” 

Sallam, who was the eldest son of a 
small farmer in South India, pulled him- 
self up trying to look as they say “like 
a lion’s son.” It was easy to feel brave 
at the moment, for there was no fear 
of seeing a tiger, jackal, or even worse 
still, a snake. 

Sallam’s home was on the edge of wild 
jungle where there were all sorts of 
such animals, but he had never seen a 
lion except one that had been shot by 
some European hunters. He felt ashamed 
of his cowardice, because he knew his 
father was displeased whenever he ran 
away, especially at seeing a snake which 
terrorized him. His mother understood, 
because she herself was timid, but not 
his big fearless father who was a fine 
sportsman. 

Sallam wanted to go to school to learn 
to read books, but, he did dread the boys 
finding out that he had not that courage 
which his father seemed to think must be 
in the family. Sallam wished his grand- 
father had not killed both a tiger and 
a tigress single-handed in the jungle, nor 
that his uncle had been called “the Snake 
King” because he had such a record in 
ridding the village of these often dan- 
gerous pests. 

The day came all too soon when the 
boy had to go to a distant mission school, 
for his father, though not a Christian 
himself, was determined that Sallam 
should receive some education. 

“The boy will never rise higher than 
a young buffalo plowing the fields and 
turning the wheel that grinds the corn,” 
said his father, “unless he gets the veil 
off his eyes and can read books and be 
taught to write words.” Sallam’s mother, 
a gentle ignorant village woman, would 
have much preferred to have her eldest 
son always at home, but alas she had no 
power to say the word which would keep 
her beloved Sallam at her side. 

It was with many a secret sigh she 
made him the clathes he must take away, 
and she smiled tearfully on the day when 
he set out with his father for the “For- 
eign Book-House.” 

It seemed a great adventure to the vil- 
lage lad, but his outward exhibition of 
“a strong spirit” nearly collapsed when 
he reached the large white building, and 
saw the crowd of boys with whom he 
was to read books and “eat wisdom” 
every day of his life there. . 

Poor Sallam did not find it easy and 
he had plenty to stand from certain boys 
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who seemed to live to torment any new- 
comer, and who gave him a very hot time 
of it. He seemed always to -be getting 
into scrapes; and being of a sensitive 
nature these were thorns in his flesh; and 
he felt them much more than others, but 
he tried “to hide his feelings, As he 
came to know Christ as his Saviour. and 
Champion in life this knowledge changed 
things tremendously. 

One Sunday the pastor at the little 
mission church spoke on a “Good Soldier 
of Jesus Christ,” and his words seemed 
like nails driven deep into the heart of 
Sallam as he sat listening eagerly, his 
dark eyes riveted upon the preacher. 

“So, although I have not got a big 
brave spirit like my father and uncle, I 
can be a good soldier of the Jesus Christ 
company and fight manfully under his 
banner till my life’s end. I must, and I 
will,” said Sallam to himself. “I’m not 
going to be afraid of tigers and jackals 
any more, and especially of snakes.” 

But alas! it is one thing to resolve, 
another to overcome such a terrible deep 
fear as that which lived in the boy’s heart 
and mind, Unfortunately Ali Sind, who 
came of a Mohammedan family, - had 
taken a dislike to Sallam and loved to 
tease and bully him. Ali had quickly 
noticed that Sallam was terrified of 
snakes, for, whenever they had come 
across them, during their rambles on the 
hills the boy had changed color, and 
looked helpless with fear. Ali enjoyed 
Sallam’s terror, and determined to use 
it as a weapon to frighten the boy when- 
ever opportunity arose. Not long after 
a snake of the harmless variety was dis- 
covered on the boys’ upper verandah and 
was secretly placed inside Sallam’s bed 
mat, where, having already filled itself 
with goat’s milk in the cook-house, it 
coiled itself up and promptly went asleep. 

That evening when Sallam unrolled his 
mat, the snake woke up with a loud hiss 
of fright at being so roughly disturbed, 
and the boy crumpled up on the floor 
having fainted with terror. Of course a 
bucket of cold water brought him round, 
but he continued to shiver, his face white 
with fear. 

“Come, Sallam,” said the teacher rather 
impatiently, “a country boy like thee must 
not be so afraid of a harmless snake 
as they cannot always be kept away, even 
out of the school. Why, I will tell thee 
what a little Miss Sahib did when staying 
in, the hills one summer. She was the 
young daughter of the missionary Sahib, 
and in her country she had never seen 
snakes, so she might in truth have shown 
fear, when she came out to live in India 
where there are so many. 

“One day when she was out alone walk- 
ing on the hills a great big snake came 
right across her path, but she did not 
faint or run away. With great courage 
she struck it again and again with her 
umbrella and killed it. The strange thing 
was that a frog it had just swallowed 
wriggled out of its mouth quite unhurt. 
The little Miss Sahib was so amused 
that she: captured him and called him 
Jonah, and he became quite a pet .in the 
compound!” _ 

Sallam, of course, was interested, but 
he felt very much ashamed of himself 
when he thought about that white-faced 
girl of a race whom he knew many In- 
dians despised. Well, he must go on 
fighting and praying that his great Cham- 
pion, Christ, would deliver him from his 
terrible fear. 

Months passed, and Ali managed occa- 
sionally’to frighten him with a snake, for 
try -as much as ever he could, Sallam 

unable to overcome his fear. Un- 
like Ali, he believed that every snake 
was dangerous (which of course was not 
the case), only Sallam could not tell the 
difference between them. 

One day, however, a large cobra, a 
specially poisonous snake, suddenly ap- 
peared behind a rock by which Ali, with 
Sallam and another smaller boy who was 
partly crippled, happened to be resting 
on a school walk. The cobra, a huge 
angry-looking creature, swiftly reared 
his handsome head and Ali with a scream 
rushed away swinging himself up into 
the nearest tree, leaving Sallam with the 
helpless little cripple boy. Trembling with 
fear, with a swift cry to God, Sallam 
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pushed the cripple behind him and, seiz- 
ing a large stone he crashed it down 
on the cobra’s head just in time to pre- 
vent the angry snake from striking him. 
Fortunately the blow stunned, though it 
did not. kill, the snake, but Ali’s loud 
screams of terror brought a woodcutter 
near who came running and killed the 
cobra, which was coming to life and about 
to attack the unconscious Sallam lying 
in a dead faint. His body, however, was 
covering. the terrified crippled boy whom 
Sallam had tried to shield even as he 
fell. é 

When Sallam opened his eyes and saw 
the teacher bending over him he whis- 
pered, “I am only filled with shame, Sahib, 
to have fainted again, I am indeed sorry.” 

“Peace, peace, Sallam, thou art our 
school hero,” said the teacher. “Thou 
didst so bravely save the life of poor 
little Krisna. by retusing to run away. 
We are all so proud, of thee, we shall 
publicly add thy name to our Roll of 
Honor tomorrow. I am giving a holiday 
to the school, and we are going to have 
a special feast to celebrate the occasion.” 

It all Seemed so wonderful.to Sallam, 
but the greatest joy of all to him was 
to feel that now his father. would rejoice 
because he had not spoiled but added his 
share to the family record of pluck and 
good courage in time of danger. 


WorTHING, SUSSEX, ENGLAND. 


New Topics 
for the Week of Prayer 


T THE great Founder’s Week Con- 

. ference held in the Moody Bible In- 
stitute of Chicago, February 1-5, 1932, 
the following preamble and resolution 
sponsored by Dr. Charles G. Trumbull, 
Editor of THe Sunpay ScHoo. TIMEs, 
and Clarence H., Benson, Associate Edi- 
tor of The, Moody Bible Institute 
Monthly; were unanimously adopted: 

“Whereas, for a long time it has been 
the custom of. the religious press to pub- 
lish topics with suggestions for a week 
of intercession and prayer at the opening 
of each: year, 

“And -whereas, recently the World’s 
Evangelical Alliance, having the matter 
in charge, has inserted so much Modern- 
ism into the copy as to make it offensive 
to those who. believe in the faith once 
‘delivered. unto the saints,’ 

“And whereas, for the foregoing rea- 
son, it has become impossible for THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times, The Moody 
Bible Institute Monthly, The Evangelical 
Christian, and other evangelical periodi- 
cals to longer continue the publication of 
those topics, therefore be it : 

“Resolved, That a committee be ap- 
pointed to communicate with representa- 
tives of interdenominational evangelical 
periodicals of this and other lands with 
reference to the preparation and publica- 
tion of suitable topics and suggestions 
for. the week of prayer beginning January, 
1933.” The committee appointed in ac- 
cordance with the above consisted of 
Clarence H. Benson and ‘Charles G. 


~ Trumbull. 
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Gains in the Battle Against Tubercu- 
losis.—For many years (1901-1913) the 
death rate from tuberculosis stood at 
the top of the list of causes of death, in 
the mortality statistics of the United 
States. Since then it has been falling 
behind other causes.. In 1928 it was at 
sixth place. In the records of the Metro- 
politan Life Insurance Company for 1930 
it was fifth. The cause of this decline is 
usually given as the result of the active 
educational campaign against tuberculosis 
that began about ror. 

In a book entitled “Health and Wealth” 





(1928) Louis I. Dublin, Ph.D., statistician 
of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Com- ‘ 
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the year 1911 the rate of mortality for 
tuberculosis was 224.6 per 100,000 insured 
persons. . . . By 1925 the tuberculosis 
rate among these people had dropped to 
98.2... .. The decline between 1911 and 
1926. was 55.8 percent.” 

He mentions among the causes of this 
decline the growth of sanatorium care 
and also the improvement in the general 
well-being of the population in the United 
States during recent years. He includes 
a chart, however, giving the death rate 
from tuberculosis since 1900 (p. 131) in 
which the decline during the three years, 
1918 to 1921 is seen to be greater than 
that of the eighteen preceding years. 

Another writer, Dr. J. Westley Oborn, 
has grouped the annual tuberculosis mor- 
tality rates per 100,000 population in the 
United States into two periods, the ten 
wet years preceding prohibition and the 
first five years afterward. The two groups 
stand thus: 

Ten Wet Years 


SODD* viele ctiec rece by 161 IQEA ovigsccvesceses 147 
GOED. 0 ch evebdstetce 160 BOLE. 4 babes hosstocs 146 
BOSE ercccevesséeons 159 WOUGD cosycccsvcecec 142 
IGID' Cavs iccouissss 190 "SOIT osc c ei dee see 147 
St See ers 5 148. 1GTB ccc cicidecene 150 
Five Dry Years 

WG TEN 126 eee ee ee Ty Ph 97 
BOD: 63 si0ds vb vecas 114 TOTS. cdo cssegecscacs 94 
FORE =o vcdeTreces ccd 99 


It can be clearly seen from both sets 
of figures when the-decrease in tubercu- 
losis mortality was most rapid. This sud- 
den drop has no corresponding change 
in the activity or effectiveness of the 
educational influences. It corresponds 
precisely with the coming of war restric- 
tions on liquor selling (1918) and of war 
and national prohibition, 1919, 1920. That 
the better living conditions .emphasized 
by Dr. Dublin may have had a large influ- 
ence in lowering the tuberculosis mortal- 
ity is not to be doubted, but those im- 
proved living conditions began to be most 
marked when liquor consumption fell from 
20.2 gallons per capita in 1917 to 16.18 
in 1918 and to 9.34 gallons in t919.. The 
masses of the people spending less money 
for alcoholic liquors had more for living 
necessities and comforts. 


A Bogus Thrill.—Why do boys leave 
home, especially young boys who have 
good homes? Young people themselves 
often speak of the spirit of adventure as 
wanting a thrill. 

In a talk to young people on this 
subject, a British minister recently (Band 
of Hope Chronicle, Sept., 1931) told of 
the satisfaction that high-spirited youth, 
thirsting for adventure, often derive from 
some high achievement for bettering 
either their own lot or that of others. 
The call to such achievement, he said, 
often comes to a youth with great clear- 
ness, and when he responds he feels a 
thrill with which nothing else can com- 
pare. 

But to turn to lower pleasures to sat- 
isfy this spirit of adventure, he warned 
them, is not wise. And especially dan- 
gerous is resort to alcohol, for it is de- 
ceptive. It makes the athlete think he 
plays a better game when he is really 
playing a worse one; it makes the worker 
fancy that by its aid he is doing mgre 
and better work, when he is really work- 
ing more slowly and less accurately. “So 
alcohol can create a sense of self-satis- 
faction which is a false substitute for 
the thrill of real achievement in char- 
acter or noble service.” 


“fll Take What Father Takes.”— 
According to an old story, these were 
the words of a very little boy whose 
proud. father had taken him to a saloon 
and stood him up on the bar. The bar- 
keeper asked the little fellow what he 
would take, and not knowing how to an- 
swer the child said, “I'll take what father 
takes.” This reply gave the father a 
sudden realization of what it might mean, 
and he ordered a mild, non-alcoholic 
drink. 

The working of this natural boyish de- 
sire to be a man and do what father 
does gave trouble recently to a liquor 
seller in England. The innkeeper had 
violated the law which, for the protec- 
tion of children sent to ‘the public house 
for beer, requires it to be given them in 
sealed vessels. This innkeeper was de- 


pany, cites these figures (p. 86): “In| fended by his lawyer who argued: “No 





matter how you seal the bottle, a child 
can open it if he wants to. I have seen 
a child open a bottle, have a drink, and 
then go to a tap and fill it up with water.” 

Question: Why is such a law neces- 
sary to protect’ children from drinking 
beer, but not to prevent them from drink- 
ing milk? 


Two Death’s-Heads.—T wo posters, ex- 
actly alike in every respect except for 
one word have been published recently 
by the Dutch East India Company, ac- 
cording to Clarion Call (Melbourne, Aus- 
tralia, Sept. 1, 1931). Both posters carry 
the death’s-head warning, a grinning 
skull. Under one is the word “Opium” ; 
under the other the word “Alcohol.” One 
is designed to warn the opium-using peo- 
ple of the East of the dangers in that 
narcotic; the other to show the alcohol- 
using peoples of the West the serious 
danger in their popular narcotic, alcoholic 
drinks, 

“If war to the knife must be waged 


against opium in order to save the East,” | 


says the editor of the Call, “the same war 
must be wized against ‘alcohol in the 
interests of the West. Alcohol,” he says, 
and those who know the facts will not 
question his assertion, “does as much 
harm in the West as opium does in the 


-| East.” ¢ 





The Young People’s | 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 
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IT'S SILLY TO SCRUB 
CLOTHES, SIS. USE 


WP — 








WHAT THICK, 
LIVELY SUDS 













MY WASH IS 
WHITER THAN 
EVER, YET | 
MAAS DIDN'T SCRUB 
SH, | OR BOIL. RINSO 
?\> G| 1s GREAT 








May 15. How May We Work for World Good | Clothes last longer 


Will? Acts 10: 34, 35. 


May 22. How to Use Music in Worship. Psa. 


43 : 3-5 

May 29. Why Should We Pray? Psa. 51 : w- 
19. 

June 5. How Should We Pray? Matt. 6: 9- 
15. (Consecration meeting.) 





Sunday, May 8 
Appreciating Our Y Sear 
(Eph. 6: 1-3) 
(Mothers’ Day) 


1 


Ss clothes in creamy Rinso suds for 
the whitest wash ever! No scrubbing, 
no boiling. Clothes last longer. Cup for cup, 
Rinso gives twice as much suds as p 

up soaps—even 
in hardest water. 
Makers of 40 fa- 
mous washers 
recomm it. 
Great for dish- 
es, too. Getthe 
BIG package. 





Mon.—Mother love (Gen. 21 : 14-21). 

Tues.—A mother’s teachings (2 Tim, 3: 
14-17). 

Wed.—An appreciative daughter (Ruth 1: 
6, 14-18). 

Thurs.—Obedience .in the home (Luke 2: 


SI, $2). 
Fri.—A self-willed boy (Luke 15 : 11-32). 
Sat.—If we are wise (Prov. 15 : 20). 











Why are we indebted to our parents? 
How has our home helped us? . 
What do our parents still co for us? 


N OLD man in a Yorkshire village 
had a son who had been a sore grief 

to him. One day a neighbor inquired 
how the lad was doing. “Oh, very bad!” 
was the answer. “He’s been drinking 
again, and behaving very reugh.” 

“Dear, dear!” said the neighbor. “If 
he was my son, I would turn him out.” 

“Yes,” returned the father, “and so 
would I, if he was yours. But, you see, 
he is not yours; he is mine.” 


He 
A little boy who was told by his mother 
that it was who makes people good, 
replied, “Yes, I know it is God, but 
mothers help a lot.” 


Perhaps we shall never fully realize in 
this life all it means to us to have a good 
father or a good mother. We are so 
busy accepting light-heartedly everything 
that Mother and Father can give us, that 


we seldom, if ever, take time. to notice! 


the tired lines of Father’s face that come 
from trying to find ways and means to 
provide the necessities, to say nothing of 
the extras that we demand. And Mother’s 
quiet self-denial goes unheeded in our 
clamor to have_our own way. But under 
God’s plan, our parents have a claim upon 
us that supersedes every other claim ex- 
cept that of God himself. In the law 
given throngh Moses, God placed the 
honoring of Father and Mother (and 
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‘in tub, washer and dishpan 
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SAMPLES OF SERVICES in our catalogue of 


Pageants, Cantatas, etc. free. These only are FREE. 


CHILDREN’sS DAY HELPER, No. 18 
A storehouse of platform material, drills, songs, 
etc. Price ag cents. 


SPECIAL OFFER. Send go cents for : Helper 
and t Mother's Day Service. 


HAIL-MACK ©0., 21st & Arch Sts., Philadelphia, Pa. 
National Mus. Co., 306S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, Lil. 


SHERMAN SQUARE HOTEL 
70th ST.—Broadway—7Ist ST. 
NEW YORK CITY 


IDEAL LOCATION ‘for MOTORISTS 
Large, Comfortable, Hoine-like 
rooms, Quiet, 1 surround- 


ings. Famous for unassuming 
service and excellent foods. 














ity to make 
tmanent, prof- 
mpens" ‘cell's 
any. 
and pays a 


rite at once 
AMAZUL, PRODUCTS UCTS CO., PO. Bar 3464, Dest 
Station O, Philadetphia, Pa. 











Mother’s Favorite fo 
Baby’s Daily Bath 


Cuticura Soap 
Refreshing and Scothing 


Dulisarn* Dept 158, Malden, Mass 








T ‘ S IN WHEATON 
Pr ster would lik He eee lee 
tian eee C 


as companions, tutors or gover= 

wesses for summer. to help meet college expenses, 

Fre teplies to:—R, P. A., 325 North. 13th 
; 9 





ln ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers,.as well: as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the ad- 
vertisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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that honoring includes obedience) imme- 
diately after those commandments that 
deal with our duty to God and with the 
observance of the Sabbath day. The 
Lord Jesus re-emphasized this command- 
ment during his earthly ministry. And 
in our Scripture lesson we have it spe- 
cifically restated for Christians. God rec- 
ognizes that, because parents have 
brought children into the world and have 
borne the burden of rearing and cari 

for them, they deserve the obedience a 

love of those children second only to Him, 


son 


express. 
this is the first commandment of the ten 
that carries with it a promise, The others 
are mandatory also, but God distinctly 
promises long life to those who honor 
their parents. This se is also re- 
stated in Ephesians 6:3. The Jews in 
general have -been in the observ- 
ance of this commandment, As a result 
we find Jews, in the main, living to a 
good old age. God has not forgotten his 
romise even in these days,.and as chi!- 


: ren of Christian we shall do 
well to think aati on | this very point 


before attempting to despise or throw off 
parentaf control, 
ge 


It has been estimated that it cosis 
parents about $10,000 to rear a boy to 
the age of eighteen. From the viev- 
point of the money outlay alone, have 
not our parents a right to expect our luyal 
and -willing obedience? And who can 
estimate the value of the love and care 


-that have been lavished upon us in addi- 


tion to the mere outlay of ‘money? - This 
is something that no money can buy, as 
many who have been deprived of Father’s 
or Mother’s love are ali too ready to 
testify, w 


Then let us try to estimate the value 
of our homes, if we can. Here is the 
place where we all too often do and say 
things that would not be tolerated any- 
where else on earth. Yet love surrounds 
us. Here is the place where we may 
bring our ffiends, and, because it is our 
home, claim. for them the same atten- 
tion and care that we ourselves receive. 
Here is a place where ‘we will find under- 
standing and @ yo. as nowhere 
else. And we will find all too soon when 
we have to rub shoulders with worka- 
day life that no one will ever forgive or 
excuse ts so whole-heartedly and gen- 
uinely as does Mother and Father, And 
no one else will ever present to others 
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afford to do so? 








expenses. 





Would you like to go 
to a Bible Institute 


And don’t exactly see how you can “quite 


Please write to THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Times, and learn of a way *by-which you 
can have a good lift toward: paying your 


The plan is thoroughly consistent with 
the purpose you have in attending a 
conservative Bible school or seminary. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CQO, 


325 NORTH THIRTEENTH ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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our best side at all times and under. all 
circumstances. - 


But most of all, if we have a Christian 
father or mother, we owe to them a 
knowledge of God and his Word, and a 
training in the Christian life. We can- 
not begin to appreciate now what Mother 
and Father have saved-us from by the 
mere fact that they themselves are Chris- 
tians. Others may forget to pray for us, 
but Mother and Father, if they know God, 
never will, | 

Have you escaped some of the pitfalls 
that other. young people have fallen into? 
Has your life been spared. in these days 
when physical danger besets on every 
hand? hen thank God that you have 
a praying father or mother. And let us 
not be ashamed -to show Father and 
Mother now that we appreciate what they 
have done.and are doing for us. Let us 
not. make the mistake that some do of 
waiting until they are slipping away be- 
fore -we tell them and show them that 
we love them, and are grateful for their 
loving care of us. 


PHILADELPHIA, 





For Family Worship \} 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 
00! Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


(Dr. Banks’ address is 423 Bessemer Build- 
ing, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 


‘May 2 to 8 
Mon.—Genesis 25 : 27-34. 
Esau Sells His Birthright. 

Because of his carnality Esau despised 
that first-born’s privilege which entitled 
him to Canaan, covenant fellowship with 
Jehovah, and the progenitorship of Mes- 
siah. Isaac, almost worshiping ih his 
first-born a prowess he never had himself, 
forgets the primal divine prediction (25: 
23), and Rebecca sins in thinking she can 
by deceit help God work out the prob- 
lem. Isaac, seeking to play a secret trick 
of blessing Esau when he came in with 
the venison, could no more have pro- 
nounced the blessing on Esau than 
Balaam could have cursed Israel against 
God’s will. Esau yields to appetite the 
higher things, though he evidently real- 
ized the import of the birthright (vs. 31, 
32). How sad that so many istians 
are today living carnal lives. 

Prayer. Succestions: Pray. for the 
work of the North Africa Mission which 
reached twenty thousand Moors last year 
in Arab markets; for Moslem. converts 
at Amzmeez, Flemcen, and Relisane; for 


education there of two hundred Jewis 
children. 
Tues.—Daniel 5 : 17-28. ~ 
; _ Belshazzar Sells His Kingdom. 

“Belshazzar is a type of the end: of 
every godless world-power and of evéry 
such individual life — ‘Numbered’ —for 
God allows to each his definite time, and 
when its sum is ‘ down falls the 


sion to Jews at Tunis, and fe 


knife that cuts the threads. “Wei ‘= for 
‘after death the j * and a ess 
life, when laid in the balance w his 


hand holds, is ‘altogether lighter than 
vanity” ‘Breakings’— for not only will 
the godless life be torn away from its 
possessions with much laceration of heart 
and spirit, but the man himself, will be 
broken like some earthen vessel coming 
into collision with an express en- 
gine.”—Alexander McLaren, 
PRAYER‘SUGGESTIONS : HBS Fad workers 
of the South Africa Gener ission may 
be protected from fever during May, June, 
and July—the fever months in Portu- 
guese South Africa; fora doctor for 
Kaba Hill Station, North Rhodesia; for 
the centenary forward movement of the 
Paris Evangelical Missionary Society in 


Basutoland. and Zambasi. 


Wed—1i Corinthians & : 1-13. 
Appetite and Christian Liberty. 





‘ing ‘of Paul used to be that my modera- 


The ‘modern illustration of this teach- 


Scripture translations by the Church Mis- : 
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tion in drinking’ wine might lead my 
weaker brother to eventual intemperarice. 
But it is now unlawful for either me or 
him to drift, although we live in the 
midst of a frenzied campaign to repeal 
the Eighteenth Amendment, But the 
principle should be observed in all our 
Christian life. 


Prayer Suceestions: Pray for the 
French colporteur, who knows Arabic, 
being Sent. by the British and Foreign 
Bible Society to penetrate Senegal in 
West. Africa, circulating the Word; for 
God’s blessing on the completed -Bible, 
translated by Dr. Miller ofthe Church 
Missionary Society % Ss r th 
advance of the Sudan Interior Mission 
into Katsiva and Asben from North Ni- 
geria to reach the Tuaregs; for fifty new 
converts of the Sudan 
Kabwir, Nigeria, 
Thurs.—Romans 14 : 13-23. 

; Seif-Denial for Others. 
- “Phe mere grieving. your brother is 
an Offense against Jove: how. much greater 
an offense then, if this grieving end in 
destroying —in ruining (causing to act 
against his conscience, and so to commit 
sin and be in of quenching God’s 
Spirit within him) by a meat of thine, 
a brother; for whom Christ died!”— 
Canon Alford, on verse 15. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray. for eighty 
converts in. Italian Somaliland and on the 
Kenya@ border, and forty-one converts at 
Wayir, all fruits of native evangelism; 
for the Swedish Evangelical National 
Missionary Society in Erytrea where the 
Italian authorities will allow no new 
missionaries to enter, and none on: fur- 
lough to return, thus reducing the staff 
from thirty to nine. 


Fri.—Jeremiah 35 : 12-19. 
Rewards and Penalties. 

“By the obedience of the Rechabites to 
their father, Jeremialr-eondemmns the dis- 
obedience of the Jews to God their Father. 
The Holy Spirit has arranged Jeremjah’s 
prophecies by the moral rather than the 
chronological connection. From the his- 
tory of an event fifteen years before, the 
Jews, who had brought back their manu- 
mitted slaves into bondage, are taught 
how much God loves and rewards obedi- 
etice, and hates and -penishes disobedi- 
ence,”—Canon Fausset. 

Prayer Succestions:' Pray for the 
Africa Inland Mission which has pene- 
trated the Markwet, El’ Geyo, and East 
Suk tribes in Kenya, and the Mwanza 
and Beduha tribes in Tanganyika, with 
one hundred and seventy baptisms in all; 
for the western section of the Asande 
tribe. being reached, while advance into 
the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan is contem- 
plated; for ten new missionaries. ; 


Sat.-Proverbs 23 : 29-35. — 
The Woes of the Drunkard. 
This P cosote of drunkenness and its 
| effects fits into the twentieth century as 
well. as into Solomon’s day. Better let 
the ‘Eighteenth Amendment alone, all the 
frenzied repealers~to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 


Prayer ~Succestions: Pray for 118 
new converts of the hag! fod Beyond Mis- 
sionary Union in the Belgian Congo; for 
the pioneer effort of the Unevangelized 
Fields Mission to enter @ Sixty thousond 
square mile_area.in this country; for the 
Conference to be held tm Central Africa, 
called by the Christian Missions in Many 
Lands to examine into the pret 
erroneous teaching over wi 
Sun.—Hebrews 12: 14-17, - 

ing from Esau’s Folly. 
_ To look upon the birthright and bless- 


feally meant heaven-high, age-reaching 
rivilege, leads ineeration. $P” : 

‘a profane person. é 
reach even unto us mow through Jacob, 
but there are millions who despise sal- 
vation privileges. 

Prayer Svuccestion: Pray for the 
preaching by the Church Misston Society 
hospital workers at Omdurman to thirty- 
five hundred men and women monthly; 
for the openness of the old Abyssinian 
church leaders to evangelism as a result 
of a schismatic movement in that old de- 













cadent church. 
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